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4 SKETCH OF THE LIFE OF THE REY. JOSEPH BEAN, THE THIRD 
PASTOR OF THE CHURCH IN WRENTHAM. 


Mr. Bean was born in Bos. 
ton, February 24th, 1718, old 
style. His pious Parents devo- 
ted him to God according to his 
own institution, and brought 
him up in the nature and admo. 
nition of the Lord. But not- 
withstanding these religious ad- 
vantages, the native corruption 
of his heart led him to spend his 
childhood in vanity. No seri- 
ous impressions appear to have 
been made upon his mind until 
he was twelve or thirteen years 
old. About that time, the Spir- 
it of God strove with him, and 
turned his attention in some 
measure to religious objects, and 
to religious exercises. Hesoon, 
however, stifled his convictions, 
and fell into great stupidity and 
hardness of heart. While he 
was in this state of mind, he re- 
moved with his Parents from 
Boston to Cambridge, where he 
was sent to school ; but he was 
so idle and inattentive to learn- 
ing, that his father found it 
Proper to take him from school, 
and under his own instruction, 
When he was about fifteen scars 
of age, some of his companions 
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became seriously disposed, and 
invited him to join with them in 
holding a private religious meet- 
ing on Sabbath evenings, with 
which he complied. In conse. 
quence of what he heard and 
saw in these meetings, and of 
what he read concerning some 
young persons, who lived a pi- 
ous life and died a triumphant 
death, he became convinced of 
the reality and importance of re. 
ligion, and began a constant 
course of religious duties. A. 
greeably to his father’s will, he 
now went to Boston to learn a 
trade, being fully resolved to 
keep out of the way of tempta- 
tions, and attend to the concerns 
of his soul. He prayed to God 
morning and evening, and read 
the holy scriptures, or some de- 
votional book, almost every 
night. He meditated upon 
spiritual things, while pursu- 
ing his daily employment, and 
kept a kind of Diary of his life, 
anid really thought he had com. 
munion with God. Very soon 
he became acquainied with some 
young menin Boston, who for. 
med a high idea of his religious 
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character, and spoke of him as 
an eminent christian ; which he 
says he found excited in his heart 
a pharisaical pride. But after 
a while, becoming acquainted 
with other young people and as- 
sociating with them, he thought 
that this precise way of living, 
as they called it, would not do, 
and he gradually neglected to 
go to private meetings, and to 
keep a Diary, and became negli- 
gent as well as formal in all se- 
cret duties, though he still 
punctually attended the public 
worship of Godinhis house. As 
he thus gradually lost a sense of 
God and divine things, the world 
and things of the world gained 
his supremeregard and attention ; 
so that when he came out of his 
apprenticeship, and set up for 
himself in Cambridge, he was 
greedily engaged to accumulate 
property, and felt greatly cha- 
grined, whenever his business did 
not prosper according to his de- 
sires and expectations. But 
though he resolved to get the 
world, and neglect reiigion, 
yet he was soon awakened out 
of his carnalsecurity. Towards 
the fall of the year 1741, he 
heard Mr. Wuirerietp preach 
several times, who alarmed his 
conscience, and drew tears from 
his eyes. About the same time he 
was sensibly affected by several 
solemn and searching discourses 
of Mr. Tennent. But asermon, 
which Mr. Appleton preached 
upon these words, ** They that 
be whole need not a physician, 
but they that are sick,’’ made the 
deepest and most abiding im- 
pressions upon his mind. By 
means. of such discourses,in con- 
nexion with the great and general 
attention to religion, which pre- 
vailed among both young and old, 


at that time he became the subject 
of pungent convictions, which 
never left him till they issued in a 
sound conversion. For a nuni. 
ber of months, he was extremely 
distressed. He read, he prayed, 

he attended religious meetings of 
all kinds, followed the most zeal. 
ous and powerful preachers, and 
conversed with his own minis. 
ter, but only perceived more and 
more the corruption and obsti. 
nacy of his heart. Sometimes he 
was upon the very point of des. 
pair, and ready to give up him. 
self fur lost. But at length, 

God was pleased to shed abroad 
his love in his heart, remove his 
heavy burden, aud put a new 
song of praise into his mouth. 
The love of God now constrain. 
ed him to give up himself to his 
Service, without reserve. Ac. 
cordingly he says in his Dia. 
ry for June 26th,1741. ** This 
day | do most seriously and sol. 
emnly set apart for the service 
of God and of my own soul, by 
reading, and praying, and giving 
up myself to God, to be ruled as 
well as saved by him ; and would 
now, upon my knees, humbly 
beg that he would be ‘with anil 
direct me, in this most solemn 
transaction, and give me to con- 
sider, that 1 am not covenanting 
with man, bat with the great 
and holy God, who cannot be 
deceived, and will not be mock- 
ed.” ‘The form of the covenant 
which he used on this occasion, 
he transcribed from a book of 
Mr. Allen’s. ‘The next impor- 
tant duty, which he felt himself 
under peculiar obligation to pel- 
form, was that of making a pub- 
lic profession of religion before 
the world. But he did not pre- 
sume to do this, without much 
serious considera tion, and crili- 
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cal examination of his own heart. 
‘¢ After many prayers and tears, 
and after a great deal of time 
spent in consulting the word of 
God and other buoks about his 
duty to come up to the sacra- 
ment of the Lord’s supper,” he 
went to his minister and desired 
to be propounded to join the 
church, and accordingly, he was 
propounded the next Sabbath, 
and the Sabbath after, July 12, 
1741, he was admitted to full 
communion. Though he went 
to the house of God that day 
with a trembling heart, yet when 
he was called to present himself 
for admission, and the covenant 
was read to him, he enjoyed pe- 
culiar light, and felt his heart 
correspond with every word as 
it was pronounced. He returned 
home in a happy frame of mind, 
and confirmed in private, his sol- 
emn obligations which he had 
made in public, by entering into 
a covenant, which he wrote and 
signed with his own hand, in the 
presence of the great Searcher 
of hearts. 

Having bound himself by such 
solemn ties to serve the Lord, 
he set himself to do every thing 
in his power, to promote relig- 
ion and the spritual good of him- 
self and others. Heunited with 
a religious Society of young men, 
who met once a week for social 
prayer and mutual edification. 
He seized every proper opportu- 
nity of conversing with people, 
and especiaily with young per- 
sons, about their spiritual con- 
cerns. And he made it his com- 
mon practice, after he had con- 
versed with any concerning the 
state of their souls, to retire 
immediately, or as soon as pos- 
sible, and carry his conduct 
end their state te the throne of 


grace, praying that God would 
make what he had said a mean of 
his and of their spiritual benefit. 
But while he felt and expressed 
somuch concern for the salvation 
of others, he did not neglect the 
care of his own soul. He watch- 
ed over and kept his heart with 
all diligence, with a peculiar 
tenderness of conscience, being 
afraid of the least deviation from 
the law of love, either inthought, 
word, or deed. He used to 
spend a great deal of time in 
reading the Bible and_ other 
books, in order to try the sin- 
cerity of his heart ; and he would 
often, after reading the Bible, or 
any ptous book, hold it in his 
hand, and fall upon his knees, 
praying that God would search 
his heart, and enable him to com- 
pare it with the works of grace, 
and draw a just conclusion, 
whether he was atrue christian, 
or a deluded hypocrite. 

Mr. Beawnhad aslender consti- 
tution, which subjected him toa 
variety of bodily infirmities, and 
especially to a frequent pain in 
his head, which disabled him for 
every duty, and often threw 
him into a gloomy and melan- 
choly state of mind. Hence 
he was much engaged in a spir- 
itual warfare with the enemy of 
souls, andthe remaining corrup- 
tions of his own heart. 

Though he had seasons of great 
light, and ravishing joys; yet he 
was more frequently tried with 
darkness, despondency, and the 
fiery darts of the wicked one. 
But he renewed his strength 
from time to time, and increased 
in zeal and activity to promote 
the cause of religion and the good 
of souls. It was his long and 
Serious inquiry, whether he 
ought to relinquish his secular 
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ealling, and prepare himself for 
the work of the ministry. Hav- 
ing come toa fixed resolution 
to qualify himself for the service 
of God in the sanctuary, he de. 
voutly implored the divine pres. 
ence and assistance in the great 
undertaking. In_ his Diary for 
December 6th, 1742, he writes 
thus: ** This day Ll arose from 
my bed before day light, and I 
hope earnestly and_ sincerely 
wrestled with God upon the 
bended knees of my soul, for his 
presence with me, and more par- 
ticularly because I was going to 
change my condition as a 
tradesman for that of ascholar ; 
in order, if it please God, to be 
a minister of the everlasting gos- 
pel, which is a business my heart 
and soul is more set upon, than 
any thing else in the world.”’ 
He wrote again in a similar man- 
ner upon the same subject. 
** Lord, thou knowest what is in 
my heart; yea, thou perfectly 
knowest what views, ends, and 
aims I have in learning. Lord, 
is it not for thy glory? Is it 
not that I may be a minister of 
the gospel? Is it not that I may 
be an instrument in thy hands of 
bringing home poor, lost, stray- 
ing souls to Christ? Therefore, 
O my God, be pleased to aid and 
assist mein my studies.’’ Though 
he found, as he says, the languag- 
es to be a dry and unpleasant 
study at his period of life, yet 
he resolved to persevere in pre- 
paring himself for the work, 
which he viewed as the most im- 
portant, that he could perform 
for the honor of God, and the 
good of mankind. In answer 
to his prayers, God graciously 
preserved his natural, and sup. 
ported his .ptretuaé life, until he 
had finished his public education, 


and received the honors of Cam. 
bridge College. He was then 
at no loss about his profession, 
and very soon obtained approba. 
tion to preach the gospel, which 
he had so long and so ardent, 
ly desired. After he had preach. 
ed about two years as a candi. 
date in various places, the 
church of Christ in Wrentham 
invited him to settle with them in 
the work of the ministry, which 
invitation he thought it his duty 
to accept, and was solemnly set 
apart to the service of the Lord, 
on the 24th day of November, 
1750. 

As Mr. Bean had been s9 
long in the school of Christ, and 
taken so much pains to qualify 
himself for the service of the 
Sanctuary, it is natural to ex. 
pect, that he would prove an en. 
inently pious and faithful minis. 
ter. And it appears from the 
whole tenor of his life, as record. 
ed day by day with his own 
hand, that he did magnify 
his office, and adorn his min. 
isterial character, and exhibit an 
example, which is worthy of uni. 
versai imitation. 

Though he was subject to ma. 
ny bodily pains and nervous 
complaints; yet he performed 
much more ministerial labor, 
than many who enjoy perfect 
health, and constant vigor of 
mind. He never used any other 
than beaten oil in the sanctuary. 
He thought it his duty to pay 
great attention to his prepara. 
tions for the Sabbath, and would 
not allow himself to deliver any 
unpremeditated and unwritted 
discourses. This, however, was but 
a smail part of his weekly labor, 
for he often spent five days out 
of six, in preaching private iec- 
tures, catechising children, visit- 
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ing the sick, and attending fune- 
rals. (But notwithstanding such 
numerous calls to parochial du- 
ties in his large and extensive 
parish, he found time to improve 
his mind, by reading upon all 
subjects proper to his profession. 
He did not neglect to read the 
various systems of theology and 
the best ecclesiastical! histories, 
though he had a greater taste for 
practicat and devotional writ. 
ings. These he esteemed next 
to the holy Scriptures, which he 
devoutly and constantly perused. 
Besides reading the Bible every 
day in his family, and besides 
reading particular chapters and 
parts of chapters, every 
morning and night in his secret 
devouons, he labored to become 
mighty in the Scriptures, by 
reading the whole sacred volume 
through, in a connected and crit- 
ical manner: and he found so 
much pleasure and profit in read- 
ing the word of God in this man- 
ner, that he pursued it with un- 
common constancy and diligence; 
so that, in ove instance, he read 
all the Old and New Testament, 
in the short space of four 
mouths. 

He was no less fuithful, than 
industrious, in his sacred office. 
Ye gave himself wholly to his 
work, and never sutiered any of 
his personal or domestic con- 
cerns to divert him from a punc- 
tual discharge of his ministerial 
duties, The good of souls seem. 
ed tu absorb his whole attention, 
and to have a governing influ. 
ence upon all his conduct. He 
carried his people upon his heart, 
and took a deep interest ia their 
peace and prosperity, as well as 
in their trials and afflictions. As 
he often visited them at their pri- 
rate houses, so he was solicitous 


to improve his private conversa. 
tion to their spiritual benefit, 
and never omifted any proper 
Opportunity to inquire into the 
state of their minds, and to com. 
fort,counsel,oradmopish them,as 
their cases seemed to demand. And 
if no opportunity for religious 
discourse occurred, or if the time 
was spent in unprofitable conver- 
sation, he returned home with a 
heavy heart, and spread the case 
before God in secret. In pre- 
paring as well as in delivering 
his discourses, he sought to please 
God, rather than man. He not 
only asked for divine direction 
in the choice of his subjects, but 
wrote his sermons in a praying 
frame, lifting up his heart to 
God for continual assistance. 
And as soon as he had finished a 
discourse, he made a constant 
practice to take it in his hand, 
fall down upon his knees, and 
devoutly pray, that God would 
prepare his heart to deliver it, 
and the hearts of his people to 
receive the truth in love. He 
was strictly Calvinistic in his 
sentiments, and preached the pe- 
culiar doctrines of the gospel in 
a plain, practical and experimen. 
tal manner. He studiously avoid- 
ed all affectation, in the mode of 
his writing aud of his speaking, 
and delivered divine truths, with 
that tenderness and solemnity, 
which was suited to gain the 
conscience, rather than the ap. 
plause of his hearers, 

Mr. Bean lived as secing Him 
who is invisible, and kept his 
mind habituaily fixed upon God 
and divine things, at home and 
abroad, in the house and by the 
way. Whenever he rode out to 
visit the sick, or to attend fune. 
rals, or to preach lectures, or to 
catechise children, he rode in a 
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devout and praying frame, often 
lifting up his heart to God for 
divine influence and assistance in 
the duties before him; and very 
frequently, even hundreds of 
times, when he found himself in 
a retired place, he would dis- 
mount, fasten his horse, and 
prostrate himse!f upon the earth 
and pour out his heart to Ged in 
fervent prayers and supplications 
for himself and for others. He 
had his conversation im heaven, 
and conversed with God in all 
the smiles and frowns of provi- 
dence. When he was ia pain, 
in sickness, or in want, he 
would eye the hand of God in his 
situation, and Jook to him for 
comfort and relicf. When he 
was in ease, in health, or pros- 
perity, he would gratefully ac- 
knowledge the goodness of God 
towards him. When any of his 
parishioners did acts of kindness 
and beneficence to him, or to 
any of his family, he would re- 
cord them in his Diary, and pray 
for his benefactors in particular, 
that God would amply reward 
them with both temporal and 
spiritual blessings. When he 
was reviled, he reviled not again, 
and instead of being overcome 
with evil, he overcame evil with 
good, by praying for submission 
for himself, and forgiveness for 
his enemies. He was no less at- 
tentive to public than to private 
calamities. He deeply lament- 
ed wars, conflagrations, earth- 
quakes, pestilential diseases, and 
all desolating judgments, by 
which God punishes kingdoms, 
nations, and civil societies, for 
their ingratitude and disobedi- 
ence. Such‘dispensations of provi- 
dence he endeavored toimproveto 
his own benefit,and to the benefit 
ufhis people, in his discourses on 


the Sabbath, and on all other 
proper occasions. He always 
had eyes to see, and ears to hear, 
and a heart to feel, while God 
was speaking to him, or to oth. 
ers, by the voice of his Proyi. 
dence. 

His habitual intercourse and 
communion with God disposed 
him to walk softly before him, 
He delighted to walk in the vale 
of obscurity, and to avuid every 
thing, that had the least tenden. 
cy to enkindle pride in his heart, 
Though he possessed a sound 
judgment, a retentive memory, 
and a lively imagination, which 
would have enabled him to gain 
a considerable degree of literary 
reputation ; yet he never sought 
the honor that cometh from man, 
but that which cometh from God 
only. When he heard either 
old or young ministers preach, 
he was apt to consider their a. 
bilities and discourses as far su. 
perior tohis own. When he had 
conversed with ministers, or even 
private christians, upon experi. 
mental religion, he was wont to 
say, **O that I had as much re. 
ligion, as such a pious minister 
or sucha godly man.” He lov- 
ed to be clothed with humility, 
and to cherish the thought, that 
he was less than the least of all 
saints. He was extremely afraid 
of pride in every shape, and es- 
pecially of spiritual pride in re- 
ligious duties. If at any time, 
he happened to enjoy peculiat 
freedom in conversing, praying, 
or preaching, he would watch 
every motion of his heart, lest 
he should be lifted up, and think 
more highly of himself and of his 
services, than he ought to think. 
And after all, he was so far from 
thinking that he was very hum- 
ble that there was nothing haré- 
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ly, which he more frequently and 
grievously lamented before God 
in secret, than his want of humil- 
ity. 

It is natural to expect, that 
such a humble and heavenly 
minded minister would, like his 
divine Master, deal prudently. 
Accordingly, Mr. Bran did uni- 
formly exhibit @ beautiful exam- 
ple of christian and ministerial 
prudence, through the whole 
course of his life. He was so 
well acquainted with human na- 
ture, that he was capable of 
foreseeing and avoiding evil, and 
of becoming all things to all men, 
in ascripture sense. He always 
meant to please his people, so 
far as he could do it consistently 
with his duty; but if he ever 
thought he had unnecessarily 
wounded the feelings of any per- 
son, or even of any child, it 
pained him to the heart, and in 
the first moment of retirement, 
he would lament his own con- 
duct, and pray for the person 
whom he feared he had injured. 
In the difficulties which happen- 
ed to arise in the congregation 
or in the church, he conducted 
with so much meckness, conde- 
sension, and wisdom, that he 
very rarely gave offence, but, on 
the other hand, he frequently be- 
came happily instrumental ef 
preventing and of healing ani- 
mosities and contentions among 
his people, who in consequence 
of his singular prudence, were 
noted for their peace and harmo- 
ny with their minister. 

He possessed a very tender and 
benevolent spirit, which he ex- 
pressed in all suitable ways, and 
upon al] proper occasions. He 
carried his people upon his heart, 
aud mourned with them that 
mourned, and wept with them 
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that wept. In all theirafflictions, 
he was afilicted. He could use 
the language of the apostle with 
propriety. ‘‘ Who is weak, and 
[ am not weak ? Who is ofiend- 
ed, and I burn not ?”’ His com. 
passion was not in word, or in 
tongue only ; but in deed and in 
truth. Though he never abound. 
ed in property, yet he abounded 
in works of mercy. His doors, 
his hands, and his heart were al- 
ways open to those in want and 
distress. If he meta poor crea- 
ture on the road, whose case 
called for compassion and kind- 
ness, he would not wait to hear 
the history of his jife, or his eries 
for charity, but would sponta- 
neously contribute to his relief. 
Like his divine Master, he de- 
lighted to do good to the bodies 
as well as to the souls of men. 
Another beautiful trait in his 
character was a peculiar tender- 
ness of conscience. He kept 
his heart with all diligence, and 
avoided every appearance of evil 
in all that he thought, and said, 
and did. He was grievously af- 
fected, whenever he perceived, 
that vain, or worldly, or any im- 
proper thoughts had crept into 
his mind, while engaged in secret, 
private, or public devotions. 
He set a watch before his mouth, 
and kept the door of his lips, lest 
at any time he should happen to 
drop an unadvised, unedifying, 
or unchristian expression ; and 
if any such expression ever es. 
caped from his lips, it was a 
matter of serious regret and la. 
mentation before God. He also 
doubled his guard against temp. 
tation, when he happened to 
have company on the Sabbath, 


or when he was called to attend 
places of publicresort on pub. 
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word of God his only rule of 
practice, and conscientiously a- 
voided a conformity to the world 
in many things, which christians 
and ministers in general consid. 
ered as innocent, or, at least, ve- 
ry excusable. 

If any should now begin to 
think, that this portrait of Mr. 
Bean is drawn in too vivid col- 
ours, they will probably alter 
their opinion, when they seri- 
ously consider his extraordinary 
pEvoTion. We must believe 
that few men have ever employed 
more means than he constantly 
employed, to grow in grace, and 
to live a holy and heavenly life, 
if we may give credit to his pri- 
vate papers. In the morning he 
usually spent an hour, an hour 
and half, and sometimes more 
than two hours, in reading the 
Bible and other books; in re- 
newing covenant with God; in 
examining the state of his own 
miod ; and in praying for him. 
self. his family, his friends, bis 
people, the church of Christ, and 
the whole world of mankind. 
The same series of religious ex- 
ercises he commonly performed 
every evening, if his health and 
circumstances would permit. If 
he finished his discourses for the 
Sabbath, by Saturday noon, 
which he endeavored to do, he 
then spent the remainder of the 
day, the evening, and the next 
morning till called to the house 
of God, in secret devotions. 
When he returned from public 
worship, he employed the rest of 
the day, in preaching to himself 
what he had been preaching to 
others, and in reading, medita- 
tion, self-examination, and pray. 
er. He made a practice of keep- 


ing the day of his own birth, the 
day of the birth of each of his 
children, and the first day of the 
year as a day of secret devo. 
tion. Onsome of these occa. 
sions, be used to set himself to 
recollect and write down the of. 
fences he had committed, the dy. 
ties he had neglected, and the 
mercies he had received, during 
the year, and sometimes during 
his lifes When he had done 
this, he spread all these things 
before God, with correspond. 
ing confessions, petitions, and 
thanksgivings. These peculiar 
seasons afforded him so much 
satisfaction and benefit, that, on 
other important occasions, he set 
apart whole days for secret pray. 
er and praise. 

Such a devout, exemplary, and 
useful life did not fail to raise 
Mr. Bean very high in the afiec. 
tion and confidence of his people, 
and in the esteem and veneration 
of his brethren in the ministry, 
His friends (for he had no ene. 
mies) could find no fault in him, 
except his injuring his health 
and usefulness, by going beyond 
his strength in his pastoral la. 
bors. But when he heard this 
complaint, his usual reply was, ‘1 
choose to wear out, rather than 
to rust out, in the service of 
Christ.”” Accordingly he pur- 
sued his beloved work, with his 
usual zeal and diligence, until he 
was obliged to relinquish it, by 
reason of his increasing infirmi- 
ties, which finally terminated io 
a languishment, of which he died, 
December 12, 1784, in the 66th 
year of his age, and 34th of his 
ministry. ‘* The memory of the 
justis blessed.’ 
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RELIGIOUS COMMUNICATIONS. 


REFLECTIONS ON THE EVIDENCES OF THE EXISTENCE OF GOD, 


THe numerous objects that 
present themselves to the mind, 
afford satisfactory evidence of 
the existence of God. The 
world, including its various ap. 
pendages, is manifestly an effect. 
No candid man can view it, 
without ascribing it to an in- 
telligent, designing, and power- 
ful Cause. God must possess 
infinite perfection. We obtain 
the knowledge of his attributes 
in the same way, that we learn 
his existence. He that could 
create the world, must possess 
unlimited power. He that could 
determine all things to their 
present form, and adapt them to 
their uses, ‘must manifestly have 
an infinite knowledge of all pos- 
sible combinations, and power 
to adopt any combination, and 
assign its existenceto any point 
of time, or space.’ The good- 
ness of God is likewise exhil ited 
in the abundant variety of means, 
which conduce to the happiness 
of his creatures. ‘We should re- 
gard it as a subject of praise, 
that man, placed as he is, with 
his limited faculties, upon so 
small a spot of so vast an uni- 
verse, should be enabled to ex- 
tend his view so far around him, 
and permitted to trace so many 
striking marks of stupendous 
power, wisdom, and beneficence.’ 

The number and the nature of 
the proofs of this fundamental 
doctrine, that God exists, clearly 
exhibit the blindness and stupid- 
ity of men. Where the light of 
Nature only has been enjoyed, 

Vor, IL. New Series. 


men have either lived without 
any god, or have attributed to 
their imaginary ones such char- 
acters, as would be wholly in. 
consistent with the great Crea. 
tor. Why are men so inattentive 
to the brightest displays of wis. 
dom, power, and goodness, in 
the Supreme Cause; while they 
adopt notions, that are not only 
without foundation, but repug- 
nant to all the principles of rea. 
son and common sense? Why 
are such striking and seemingly 
irresistible evidences of the be. 
ing and perfections of God en- 
tirely overlooked by thousands 
of our race; while such absurd 
opinions are readily imbibed, and 
strenuously maintained, concern. 
ing the senseless deities, which 
they have formed for themselves? 
Since men are rational creatures, 
why do they not act rationally 
in this case? Surely, it is owing 
neither to want of evidence, nor 
to incapacity of perceiving it. 
God has not left himself with. 
out witness, nor man without 
faculties. He has displayed him. 
self in all ages and countries, in 
all objects, and in every event, 
in a manner intelligible to com- 
mon capacity ; and therefore 
men are without excuse for not 
knowing him. How criminal is 
the ignorance of men, since the 
spacious and instructive book of 
nature is open before them ! 
Though revelation greatly in- 
creases the obligations and the 
guilt of men, yet the bare light of 


nature leaves them inexcusable. 
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Again, if the existence of God 
is manifested by every thing a- 
round us, then we should always 
be sensible of his presence. Kv- 
ery mind, that duly reflects, must 
surely be impressed with solem- 
nity by the existence of that Be- 
ing whose wisdom contrived, 
whose power produced, and 
whose energy constantly sus. 
tains this mighty fabric. It is 
not a matter of indifference, 
whether we regard the manifes- 
tations of divine existence. When 
God speaks, we are bound to 
hear with the most reverential 
attention. If all the dignity of 
the human race were combined, 
it would not impress the mind 
with half the awe, that the works 
of God are suited to inspire. 
The aggregate wisdom and pow- 
er of all men could not perhaps 
effect any thing, that would sur- 
pass our comprehension. But 
God, in numberless instances, 
has formed things, which, either 
by their minuteness or magnitude, 
elude the grasp of our minds. 
Men may surround us, and view 
our external actions; God not 
only does these, but he is within 
us; he witnesses all the exercises 
of our minds ; and his unceasing 
agency performs in us many 
wonderful and inexplicable op- 
erations. low deeply and con. 
stantly therefore ought we to be 
impressed with a sense of his be- 
ing and presence; and how much 
worse than stupid and brutish 
are those, who neglect the great 
Creator and Preserver of the 
world ! 

Again, if God exists, then all 
his creatures are absolutely de- 
pendent on him. Whether ani- 
mate or inanimate, whether ra. 
tional or irrational, they can ex- 
ist inno form, mode, or state, 
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but such as he determines. To 
suppose the contrary, would be 
to suppose, that creatures can ex. 
ist and act not only independent. 
ly of their Creator, but in op. 
position to his purpose. It js 
no less conformable to the dic. 
tates of reason, than to the ex. 
press declarations of scripture, 
that God does all his pleasure ; 
and that none of his creatures 
can frustrate his plan. It is 
suitable therefore, that we be 
solemnly sensible of the supre. 
macy of the great Jehovah and 
of our entiredependence on him. 
He will make us subservient to 
his glory ; he will accomplish his 
own designs ; and we are bound 
by the strongest obligations to 
rejoice in his unlimited au. 
thority over us. 

Finally, if God exists, then it 
is of the utmost importance to 
secure his favor ; and nothing 
can be more dreadful, than to 
incur his displeasure. It must 
be in the power of that Being, 
who formed all things, to bestow 
the richest rewards, and to in. 
flict the most terrible punish- 
ments. All rational beings, 
therefore, should feel most deep- 
ly concerned to learn and obey 
his will. In comparison with 
this, all concerns, that relate 
merely to the present life, arc 
less than nothing and vanity.” 


REPENTANCE, 


No one who assents to the 
truth of the Scriptures, can call 
in question the indispensable 
and universal duty of repent- 
ance, ‘‘ for all have sinned and 
come short of the glory of God.” 
But as many mistake its nature, 
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and deceive themselves with the 
hope, that they are truly peni- 
tent, while they are yet unhum- 
bled for their sins, an attempt to 
delineate some of the principal 
features of this christian virtue 
cannot be regarded as unseason. 
able or useless, 

By separating from any ob- 
ject that, which does not really 
belong to it, we shall be ena- 
bled to distinguish the more ac- 
curately its real form. First 
then it is to be remarked, that 
repentance dues not necessarily 
imply a wish that any particu- 
lar event had not occurred, or 
that any particular act had not 
been performed. When a per- 
son, who is overwhelmed with 
the apprehension of future pun- 
ishment on account of his iniqui- 
ty, exciaims in the bitterness of 
his soul, *O that I had never 
committed that sin! O, that I 
had never yielded to that temp- 
tation, this expression of his sor- 
row is generally considered as 
very good proof of his repent- 
ance. Such an exclamation may 
proceed from a penitent heart, 
but it may also be most sincere- 
ly uttered by the impenitent, 
and thus it does not certainly 
evince that broken spirit, which 
is necessary to salvation. What 
is included in the wish, that a 
certain sinful act had not been 
committed? Is any thing ne. 
cessarily contained in it besides 
an aversion to pain? Suppose 
aman to have been guilty of the 
honorable crime of murdering 
some one of his acquaintance in 
single combat. After the com- 
mission of the crime, he finds 
himself driven in disgrace from 
his accustomed place of abode, 
deprived of his usual means of 
‘ubsistence, and under the ne- 
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cessity of leaving his family in 
want. Under a full sense of the 
evils, which he has brought up- 
on himself, he may wish that he 
had never given or accepted a 
challenge, and that he had not 
taken the life of a fellow being. 
He may mourn and weep for his 
folly. But with all his apparent 
penitence he may be completely 
under the dominion of selfish. 
ness. He may have no compas. 
sion for the distressed family of 
his antagonist ; he may have no 
sense of his sinfulness in the 
sight of God; a spirit of for- 
giveness may not have succeed. 
ed to the spirit of revenge ; and 
he may be precisely the same 
man, that he ever was, except 
that he feels a greater intensity 
of suffering. 

But, it may be asked, will not 
the Christian,{who truly repents, 
wish that he had never commit- 
ted sin ? Imagine one of the Jews 
who crucified the Savior of 
the world, to have become after- 
wards a convert to the faith of 
Jesus ; would he not wish, that 
he had never smitten or murder. 
ed the Son of God? 

The mind of man is active and 
rapid as light. In surveying any 
instance of past conduct, which 
is sinful, we transport ourselves 
in imagination to the very scene, 
and for a moment view the act as 
not yet done. We seem to be 
tempted again to its commission. 
Having new principles we decide 
differently from what we before 
decided. We resolve against the 
sin. We would not for worlds 
commit the offence. Soon how. 


ever the dreadful reality takes 
the place of this delusion. We 
perceive, that the act has been 
done, and that we are stained 
with guilt. 


We loath ourselves 
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for the crime. We form the fix- 
ed resolution, that never again 
will we yield to the temptation, 
by which we have been over- 
come. If these operations of 
the mind be all that is meant by 
wishing that we had not commit- 
ted any sin, no objections will be 
made toit. But if it be suppos- 
ed to include something more ; 
if, while the act is viewed as 
past, it should be thought neces- 
sary to havea real desire, that 
the act had not been committed, 
then perhaps the above recited 
phrase expresses more, than 
what is required in the Scrip- 
tures. 

Let the Jew perceive his sin 
in having crucified the Lord Je- 
sus. He will undoubtedly feel 
a contrariety between his present 
principles, and those, which for- 
merly governed him. It would 
be impossible for him to recom- 
mit the offence. His own past 
character overwhelms him with 
shame. His sin is as a dagger to 
his heart. But is it possible for 
him, while he views the act as 
past, and consequently as irre. 
mediable, to have the fruitless 
wish, that it had never been? 
Besides, when he considers the 
event as occurring under the per- 
fect government of God, and 
conforming in every respect to 
his counsel ;* especially when 
he dwells upop the absolute ne- 
cessity of the death of Christ in 
order to the pardon of sin, and 
upon the incalculable benefits 
resulting to the universe from his 
crucifixion; how is it possible 
for him, even while the full enor- 
mity of his sin rises up before 
him and while, with his present 
principles, he would not recom- 
mit the offence, to indulge the 

* Acts ii, 23, & iv. 28, 
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wish, that Jesus Christ had not 
died in the manner appointed ? 
Could he entertain any doubt, 
that good was breught out of 
evil, and that even the sinful pas. 
sions of men would be rendered 
subservient to the+ benevolent 
purposes of God? 

In the next place, great grief 
and distress of mind, affords no 
proof of unfeigned repentance, 

A variety of causes perfectly 
distinct from any sense of sin 
may interrupt the peace of the 
sinner. There is frequently, even 
in this world, aclose connexion 
between crime, and the punish. 
ment of crime, between guilt and 
misery. When intemperance is 
succeeded by the languors of in. 
firmity, or the acuteness of dis. 
ease, the sufferer may bitterly 
lament his subjection to his ap. 
petites. When loss of charac. 
ter and loss of wealth follow in 
the train of sinful passions, this 
mortification of pride may {fill 
the soul with anguish. Distress 
for the effects or consequences 
of sin is frequently experienced, 
while sin itself excites no emo- 
tions of sorrow. But can that 
be repentance, which touches not 
the core of the offence? Can 
that be repentance, which loaths 
not the crime, but only dreads 
the evils, which follow it ? 

Even, when instructed by the 
sacred volume, the mind of the 
sinner looks forward to the fu- 
ture state, and trembles in the 
apprehension of merited punish- 
ment, this keenness of suffering 
in view of the retributions of the 
eternal world does not of itself 
indicate any penitence of heart. 
As a belief in the threatenings of 
the divine law, and in the strict 
justice of God, is implied in the 
fear of the future, a state of 
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anxiety and terror must be re- 
garded as vastly preferable to a 
state of security and stupidity ; 
but it ought not to be forgotten, 
that the ** devils believe and 
trembie.’? The mind seems to be 
accessible to truths, for which 
there is no relish in the heart. 
The sinner may tremble in the 
apprehension of the displeasure 
of a Being, whose character he 
hates. The stings of conscience 
may therefore pierce the soul, 
which knows not the meaning of 
sorrow for sin. Judas is said 
to have ‘‘ repented,’’ (or, as the 
original Greek word, which is 


different from the one commonly 


used, may more correctly be ren- 
dered, sorrowed or grieved. ) 
He was struck with such deep 
conviction, he was overwhelmed 
with such anguish and despair in 
the view of his conduct, that his 
life became a burden, and he 
went and hanged himself. 

It may be further observed, 
that repentance is not certainly 
evinced by reformation of con- 
duct. If the life has been im- 
moral, whenever the sinner be- 
comes penitent, his habits will 
be changed, and he will 
give to the world a pure exam- 
ple. ‘To say that the heart may 
be good, while the fruits of holi- 
ness are not produced, is direct 
hostility to the gospel; for Je- 
sus Christ came ‘‘ to purify un- 
to himself a peculiar people, 
seadlous of good works.’? But 
the exterior deportment of the 
transgressor of the divine law 
may be corrected, his immorai 
habits may be broken, and he 
May seem to be a man under the 
influence of religious principles, 
While the whole change in his 
conduct is to be attributed to 
some unworthy and selfish mo. 


Repentance. 501 


tive, or to some cause which does 
not imply a real renovation of 
heart. The fear of disgrace, 
the love of applause, the hopes 
distinction, the prospects of 
wealth; and many other causes 
may mould the external conduct 
into the form of virtue, while ev- 
ery vile passion holds dominion 
in the heart. 

An attempt has thus been 
made to correct some erroneous 
conceptions of the nature of re- 
pentance, and to separate from 
it what is not infallible evidence 
of its existence. The genuine 
meaning of the term will now be 
sought for, and the qualities in- 
cluded in it be pointed out. 

It is well known, that the 
Greek word in the New Testa. 
ment, answering to repentance, 
is compounded of two words, 
which signify after-thought. 
The precise import of the term 
seems then to be a change of 
mind. ‘Thus the word instead 
of being confined to the meaning 
of sorrow for iniquitous con- 
duct, expresses more generally 
an alteration of principles, a 
renovation of heart, a change of 
character. That this is thesense 
in which it is used in the New 
Testament, will be evident from 
the following passages : 

*¢ The Lord is not slack con- 
cerning his promise, as some 
men count slackness, but is long 
suffering to usward, not will. 
ing, that any should perish, but 
that all should come to repent- 
ance.”? 2 Pet. iii. 9. 

Here by repentance merely 
grief or sorrow for sin does not 
seem to be all, that is denoted, 
but the term expresses an actual 
conversion, and a sincere recep- 
tion of the gospel. Paul de- 


clares, that he inculcated both 
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upon Jews and Gentiles, that 
they should repent and turn to 
God, and do works meet for re- 
pentance. Actsxxvi. 20. This 
passage seems perfectly synony- 
mous with Ephes. iv. 1, where 
he beseeches his brethren to walk 
woorthy of the vocation, where- 
with they were called; and also 
with Philip. i. 27 ; Coloss. i. 10; 
and 1 Thes. ii. 12, where we find 
the various expressions of walk. 
ing worthy of God, and of the 
Lord, and of having conversa- 
tion as it becometh the gospel 
of Christ. Repentance then re- 
lates to the general character, 
and not to one particular act of 
the mind. 

The following passage corrob- 
orates this opinion. Then Peter 
said, repent and be baptized ev- 
ery one of you inthe name of Je- 
sus Christ for the remission of 
sins, and ye shall receive the 
gift of the Holy Ghost, Acts ii. 
38. “These words were address- 
ed to those, who were already 
pricked in their heart, in conse. 
quence of Peter’s description of 
their wickedness in crucifying 
Jesus of Nazareth, and who, un- 
der asense of their sin, were anx- 
iously inquiring, What shall we 
de 2 It is therefore impossible, 
that the apostle should call upon 
them merely to be sorry for their 
sin, as the condition of salvation, 
for they already felt their sin ; 
he must have intended by requir- 
ing them to repent, that they 
should renounce whatever was 
evil, that they should become 
true converts to the faith of Je- 
Sus. 

Several other passages of the 
sacred volume might be adduced 
to support this interpretation of 
the word repentance, but the a- 


bove will probably be thought 
sufficient for the purpose. 

If this view of the subject is 
correct, the question, which is 
frequently discussed, whether re. 
pentance precedes faith, may be 
considered as neither more nor 
less than this, whether a change 
of character, a conversion from 
sin unto holiness, precedes a par. 
ticular trait of this new charac. 
ter, or in other words, whether 
the principle precedes one of the 
acts, which spring from it? If 
however faith, instead of being 
used in a limited sense for a de. 
pendence upon the Savior for jus. 
tification, is extended in its mean. 
ing, so as to express generally 
the reception of the gospel, then 
it may express the same thing 
with repentance. Thus in Acts 
xix. 4, to believe in Christ seems 
merely explanatory of the con. 
mand to repent. Thus Jesus 
himself preached, Mark i, 14, 
repent ye, and believe the gos. 


pel. ‘The first term requires a 


changes of character, and the sec. 
ond term relates to the particu. 
Jar nature of that change. 
Whether all men at the pres. 
ent day are under the necessity 
of repenting in order to obtain 
eternal iife is a question, whose 
solution must depend upon the 
decision of a previous question, 
namely, whether all men at the 
present day are naturally sinners, 
destitute of holiness, alicna- 
ted from God, subjected to 
selfish passions, and enemies 
to the doctrines of the gospel. 
If they are, itis very evident, 
that a change of character, 
or repentance, is an indispensa- 
ble condition of salvation; and 
that men are now universally 
sinners by nature, is proved by 
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observation and by scripture, 
and is most fully confirmed by 
the consciousness of every hum- 
ble and devout christian. Another 
argument for this truth, and the 
consequent duty of repentance, 
is the very nature of the gospel, 

which is designed to continue 
even unto the end of the world, 
and which requires all men every 
where to repent. 

As repentance, in its general 
signification, meansa change of 
mind, so in reference to religion 
it expresses a conversion from 
sin unto holiness, a change from 
the supreme love of self, to the 
supreme love of God, a renova- 
tion of mind and a cheerful re. 
ception of Jesus Christ as the 
propitiation for sin. In vain 
will any claims to the possession 
of this christian virtue be ad- 
vanced by him, who has mereiy 
felt afew transient pangs of re- 
morse, but has not renounced 
his iniquities. The purity, the 
benevolence, and holiness of the 
life, the tendency of the atfiec- 
tions towards the truths and du- 
ties of religion, the habits of self 
humiliation and self distrust, 
must attest the genuineness of 
repentance, or no real proof of 
its existence will be found. 

Reader ! Do you know what 
it is to repent of your sins? 
Look not back to some hour of 
darkness, when you were over- 
whelmed with terror, for you 
may have been struck to the 
ground in the agony of despair 
without any knowledge of the 
hature of repentance. But rath- 
er search into your heart and 


life, and see whether you bring 
‘orth fruits worthy of r epentance. 
Ww. 
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SELF ABHORRENCE, 


Wherefore [abhor myself. Jos. 


Humitiry is the spirit of true 
religion. Every real penitent is 
humble. When he views his 
own character, heis disposed to 
say with Job, I abhor myself. 
‘ J abhor myself,’ because Ihave 
broken the divine law. This 
law I am sensible is holy, just, 
and good. It requires no more, 
than what I ought to perform. 
I feel inexcusable for my diso. 
bedience. [I am not so much 
distressed in view of the evil, to 
which I am justly exposed, as I 
am with the thought, that I have 
violated so good a law. I must 
aod will approve the precepts 
and sanctions of this law, what- 
ever be my situation. 

‘f abhormyself,’ because Ihave 
sinned against God. I have often 
been afraid, that he would pun- 
ish me for my sins ; while.it has 
given me no pain, that I had of. 
fended so good a Being. But 
now I see in some measure, how 
vile | am for my rebellionagainst 
the God of love. He is worthy 
of my supreme affection, and of 
infinitely more ; and I have rea- 
son to blush that I have not serv- 
ed him to the extent of my pow- 
ers. ‘The grief of adutiful child 
for having disobeyed an affec- 
tionate parent, is light, compar. 
ed with the sorrow, which my 
unnatural rebellion against 
God occasions in my breast. [I 
never can forgive myself for hav- 
ing treated with so much neg- 
lect and contempt that Being, 
who sustains so many endearing 
relations. Though he is my 
Creator, my constant Preserver, 
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my bounteous Benefactor, and 
my final Judge ; yet have I sinned 
against him. I feel justly con- 
demned, because the brightest 
displays of his infinite perfection 
have not captivated my heart. 
L now have a glimpse of that 
beauty, of which I have before 
heen insensible. I now see some- 
thing of that majesty, which I 
have solong despised, something 
of that wisdom and power, which 
I have undervalued; something of 
that justice, which I have dread- 
ed and hated ; and something 
of that goodness of which,though 
it shines in every object, I 
have been wholly regardless. I 
abhor myself, for my indifference 
and opposition to allthis glory. 
* I abhor myself,’ because Ihave 
treated the blessed Savior with 
so much coldness and enmity. 
So blind has my heart been, that 
I could see no form or comeli- 
ness in the eternal Son of God, 
who is the brightness of the 
Father’s glory, and the express 
image of his person. So cor- 
rupt has been my taste, that f 
could discern no beauty in him, 
though, in him dwells ¢ all the 
fulness of the Godhead bodily.’ 
But now I see that in him centres 
every created and every uncreated 
excellence. Formerly Lattempted 
to save myself by attention to 
duties ; and would not give my 
soul to Christ ; but now I per- 
ceive, that all such attempts were 
sinful, and that it is perfectly 
safe and exceedingly desirable 
to goto Jesus. In view of the 
glorious character of the Savior, 
and under a conviction of the 
reasonableness of the duties I 
owe him, ‘ I abhor myself,’ for 
my blindness and obstinacy. 

‘I abhor myself,’ also for my 
ingratitude under the rich pro- 
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fusion of blessings, which God 


has bestowed on me. He has 
given me ‘ life, and breath, and 
all things;’ during my whole 
life he has been offering me, and 
urging me to accept eternal joys, 
** without money, and without 
price.” He gave his well-beloy. 
ed Son to die on the cross in or. 
der to make propitiation for 
the sins of the world. The choice. 
est of these favors I have despised; 
all of them I haveabused; and for 
none of them have I been grate. 
ful. Therefore ‘I abhor my. 
self.’ 

‘ I am ashamed, and blush to 
lift up my face, when I consider 
how often [ have murmured 
against the dispensations of di- 
vine Providence. My wicked 
heart has suggested, that many 
events might have been more 
wisely ordered ; and I have se. 
cretly wished, that I had the 
management of them. For thes 
things ‘ [ abhor myself.’ 

‘{ abhor myself’ also, be. 
cause I have been so much attach. 
ed to my private interests ; 80 
little concerned for the glory of 
God, the prosperity of Zion, 
and the future welfare of my fel. 
low creatures ; and so full of 
sinful passions. In short when 
I consider what God is, and 
what he has done ; and on the 
other hand, what | am, and how 
much I have sinned ; surely I 


have great reason to abhor my- 
self. 


ae ee 


LETTER TO AN INTEMPERATE 
BROTHER. 


My Dear Horatius, 

{ pare not any longer conceal 
my feelings. I fear you are i0- 
dulging, too freely, your thir®' 
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for spirituous liquor. The very 
thought is so abhorrent to every 
tender feeling of my heart, that 
I have declined warning you as 
long as I dare. I fear indeed 
that my advice will now come 
too late; but you are my broth- 
er, and I must warn you. But 
what arguments shall I use? You 
will ruin yourself, soul and body; 
you will ruin your family, dis- 
grace your relatives, and bring 
upon your untimely grave, the 
curses of society. Look at the 
wretch, who has often gone in- 
toxicated from your inn, Half 
naked, he plunges into the filth 
of the strect, the companion of 
the swine, and the scorn of the 
traveller. Lut you do not mean 
to become so monstrous. No, 
nor did he. He had pious par- 
ents, was decent and respectable, 
but now he is lost forever. Dear 
brother, must you come to this ? 
You have a tender and aflection- 
ate wife, but you intend to break 
her heart. She married you 
while respectable, and from what 
the world acknowledges a res- 
pectable family, and must she 
live with you so sadly changed ? 
Are all her tender feelings to be- 
come the sport of beastly intox- 
ication ? She has *‘ forsaken ber 
kindred and her father’s house” 
to be your affectionate compan. 
ion; and must she return and 
tell her widowed mother, that 
she is undone, that her husband 
isa drunkard ? Must she soon 
bid farewell to all her pleasures; 
to all the sweets of domestic and 
social life ; to all the tender re- 
collections of her departed joys; 
to all the dear ideas comprehend- 
ed in the name of a wife? Must 
she live only to be the prey of a 
monster, who promised her his 
heart? Did she expect, or has she 
Vou. I. = New Series. 
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deserved all this? O reflect once 
more on the cruelty, of tearing 
her from her father’s house to 
make her wretched. 

She has berne you a s@n, the 
pledge of your mutual affection. 
Must he witness your ruin, and 
see a broken hearted mother ? 
Must he be ashamed of the father 
to whom nature had taught him 
to look for example and counsel? 
Must he become an orphan while 
his father lives? Must he see the 
finger of scorn pointed at the 
object of his dutiful regard ? 
Does he then owe you any thing 
for what you havedone for him, 
when in fact you have only pre. 
pared him to be capable of pain, 
which you are now about to 
inflict ? O, spare the lad! Per. 
haps your example may ruin his 
soul, and he and you go togeth. 
er to the abodes of wo. But 
why should F ask a father, who 
I fear will not pity himself, to 
pity his son? 

Dear brother, you are yet, I 
hope, capable of some tender 
emotions. QO, think .of the 
shame you are about to entail 
upon all your frieuds, especially 
your brothers! We shall still 
wish to have you with us when 
we meet to be happy together. 
But must we invite a drunkard 
into our circle ? QO, Sir, it would 
spoil all our social joys! We 
could not be happy, while one 
of our number carried about 
him visible marks of eternal re. 
probation. No brother, we 
prepare to bid you farewell for 
ever. We cannot endure curses 
from an intoxicated brother. 


Although we are orphans, in an 
unfeeling world, we must spare 
ourselves the company of one, 
who will constantly remind us, 
that our dear parents have belp- 
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ed to people the regions of eter- 
nal death. Do think once more 
of your parents: Did they la. 
bor hard to provide for you, 
and watch every approach of 
danger, that you might live and 
disgrace them? Was it for this 
that they heaved the anxious 
sigh, when you stayed too long 
from their bosoms? Did our 
lovely mother, than whom none 
was ever more tender of her chil- 
dren—did she endurea thousand 
pains for you, to be repaid with 
disgrace now she has died in 
your service ? Did she pray for 
you—did she on her dying bed 
exclaim, ** O God, regard the 
souls of my children,’’ only to 
augment the pain of your dread- 
ful eternity? O, my brother, 
she often prayed for you, and 
those prayers will not be lost, 
Perhaps her dear departed spirit 
still hovers over you, and is sent 
on errands of love to you and 
your family. If grief can be in 
heaven, must she not sigh, as 
she returns from these kind ex- 
cursions, and relates the increas. 
ing symptoms of your ruin? O, 
spare her kind spirit its grief! 
Let her not any more bear such 
news to heaven. QO, my much 
injured mother ! 

{ wish you could realize how 
society will soon feel toward 
you. All will loathe you. Your 
neighbors will rejoice to bury 
you, that you may no more of- 
fend their sight. 

But alas, what will be your 
destiny in the eternal world! 
O, the dread distance at which 
you will soon be removed from 
all bliss! Once more read your 
Bible, and see what stores of 
wrath are in reserve for you, if 
you die without grace; and [ 
need not remind you, how im. 
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probable it is, should you be. 
come a confirmed drunkard, 
that you will afterwards become 
a child of grace. But I fear yoy 
have laid by your Bible. Will 
you not take it up again and read 
it once more? my lost brother! 
May I not even yet have some 
hope of you? God of mercy 
grant that my fears may not be 
realized ! Dear brother receive 
these my desponding lines, and 
keep them by you, and remember 
they came from my heart, and 
are already recorded in Heaven to 
appear against you in the great 
day. 
But how shali I give thee up? 
I will indulge hope in the bound. 
less grace of God. If there re. 
mains in your heart one anxious 
desire to be restored, and you 
will immediately quit the cup, 
you need not despair. 

O my brother, take a view of 
that wondrous plan of love, 
which can restore the vilest 
apostate; take advantage of it, 
and live. Haste to your Father's 
house, and infinite love will re. 
ceive you, and adopt you among 
the children. Cast but one look 
of faith from the very borders of 
the pit, and you shall live. Yes, 
and you shall have a part in the 
song, which the saints have be- 
gun on earth, but which shall 
not be finished, while there is 2 
God to praise. If you have 
one such wish, come, and your 
Savior will receive you. Q, it 
will be blessed for you, to look 
back, and see your wonderful 
escape! Come, my brother, | 
am ready to help you sing you! 
song of deliverance. | shall tly 
to your arms, as soon as | heat 
you have begun to pray. That 
will certainly be the sweet- 
est moment of my life. How 
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glad will it make our little cir- 
cle of friends! Yes, and it will 
give joy in heaven ; for there is 
joy in heaven over one sinner 
that repenteth.”” Inthe trans- 
actions of such a scene, Heaven 
witnesses a new display of sove- 
reign mercy. I seem to see you 
returning ; your family rejoice, 
your brothers are glad, your 
neighbors praise the Lord for 
the change; and lo! you have 
begun your everlasting song. 
Oh sing this song, dear brother, 
and the very angels will not be 
ashamed to join you. 
Most affectionately yours, 


PHILOFRATOR. 


CRITICISM 
ON 


1 Corinthians i. 26, 27, 28. 


For ye see your ealling,brethren, how that 
not many wise men after the flesh, not 
many mighty, not many noble: But 
God hath chosen the foolish things of 
the world to confound the wise; and 
God hath chosen the weak things of 
the world to confound the things which 
are mighty ; and base things of the 
world, and things which are despised, 
hath God chosen, yea, and things which 
are not, to bring to nought things that 
are. 


Tue apostle had said, in the 
preceding verse, that the foolish. 
ness of God is wiser than men ; 
and the weakness of God is 
stronger than men. This is the 
subject to be illustrated in the 
next succeeding verses. By the 
foolishness of God, he evidently 
means the gospel of Christ ; 
which he had just said was, to 
the Greeks, foolishness. Yet, 
he observes, that by the foolish. 
hess of preaching, it pleases God 
to save those who believe. 
Though man’s wisdom would 
Rever have chosen the doctrine 
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of a crucified Christ to convert 
the world, God’s wisdom has :— 
The doctrines of the cross being 
fitted, beyond all others, to form 
men to that humility, which is 
essential to their relishing and 
enjoying a salvation which is all 
of grace. And this gospel, when 
cordially embraced, has unspeak- 
ably happier influence on the 
hearts and lives of men, than all 
the rules of morality, which the 
united wisdom of men could ever 
have devised. . 
This sufficiently shows, that 
the foolishness of God, as thé 
world view it, is wiser than men. 
But what is to be understood 
by the weakness of God? And 
how does the apostle make it 
appear, that ¢his is stronger than 
men? Would it at all illustrate 
the strength and power of this 
weakness to say that, not many 
wise men after the flesh, not 
many mighty, not many noble 
were converted 2 That this 
weakness of God had but few 
trophies of its superior strength 
amongst the wise and the great 
men of the world ?—That its tri. 
umphs were to be found princi- 
pally amongst the weak, the low, 
and despised part of men? It will 
readily be seen, that such a con. 
struction, instead of illustrating 
the strength and glory of what 
is called the weakness of God, 
would rather tend to give de. 
grading views of it. Yet this, 
perhaps may be the sense, in 
which our ¢ranstators under. 
stood the passage: For, to the 
words, Ye see your calling, 
brethren, how that not many 
wise men after the flesh, not ma. 
ny mighty, not many noble, they 
have added are called-——these 
words not being found in the 
original. Is it not, then more 
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reasonable to suppose, that by 
the weakness of God, we are to 
understand those weak instru- 
ments God made use of to effect 
those mighty changes, which it 
is beyond the united power and 
wisdom of the world to produce? 


This, then, will be the sense of 


the words; ‘* Ye see, brethren, 
the manner in which, and the 
instraments by whom ye were 
called—That instead of the wise 
and great men of the world, God 
chose the foolish and weak 
things of the world to confound 
the wise and the mighty—men, 
without either riches or power— 


men, who were despised, and 
considered as the offscouring of 
the world—the illiterate follow- 
ers of Christ, who went forth 
with no other weapon than that 
gospel, which men termed fool- 
ishness; and with this, triumph- 
ed and were instrumental of pro- 
ducing efiects, which infinitely 
exceeded any thing that could 
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ever be brought about by the 
united wisdom and power of 
men.’’ That such mighty changes 
should be made in the state of 
the world, and the foundation 
laid for the utter overthrow of 
the Roman heathen empire, by 
men, who were without wealth, 
or power, or influence; and this 
only by preaching the doctrines 
of the cross, is a striking evi. 
dence, that a divine and almighty 
power accompanied them. Here 
indeed it appears, that the weak. 
ness of God, (the weak instru. 
ments he makes use of) is stronger 
than men, and effects changes, 
which the wise, the mighty, and 
the noble of the earth could nev. 
er have effected. nee tee 
then, it may be, that a Smaller 
proportion of the wise and great 
men of the earth are converted, 
this is not, it is to be believed, 
what we are taught in this men. 
orable passage of the apostle. 











SELECTIONS. 


THOUGHTS ON THE ATONEMENT 


Some of the most interesting 
subjects in religion have suffered 
so much in the hands of the weak 
and ignorant, that in treating of 
them it requires no little caution 
to obviate their mistakes. The 
person, the work, and the ex- 
ample of our blessed Savior, are 
of this number. The deplorable 
prostitution of his sacred name, 
is sometimes ready to check the 
Janguage of sober and honest af- 
fection. The Scriptures, how- 
ever must still be our standard. 


‘Truth must be guarded indeed, 


AND EXAMPLE OF JESUS CHRISTI. 


but not relinquished nor obscur- 
ed. ‘*The sufferings of Christ, 
and the glory that should fol- 
low,”? are the grand subject of 
revelation. Jesus Christ is the 
sun of the spiritual world—the 
source of light, and life, and ho- 
liness. Every part of religious 
doctrine stands connected with 
him as its centre : and in pro 
portion as he is exhibited as the 
glorious head of the church, wil! 
life and vigor, be diffused to its 
members. 

If a man feels himself to be 4 
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transgressor of the command- 
ments of God and enters into the 
full meaning and consequences 
of the concession, the most in- 
teresting question will be, How 
am I to be pardoned? He that 
is once truly awake to this in. 
quiry, can be diverted from it 
by no pressure of employments, 
no sophistry of error. The dis- 
putes of divines upon abstract 
and metaphysical niceties, are to 
him insipid; for heaven and 
eternity are at stake. Of a mind 
thus exercised, the anxieties and 
apprehensions are frequently 
painful, and sometimes prolong- 
ed: yet if the Scriptures be 
carefully studied, prayer assidu- 
ously cultivated, and the ordi- 
nary means of instruction con- 
scientiously improved, will they 
yield at length te accurate con- 
ceptions of the method of re- 
demption. He who thus dili- 
gently uses the light he has re. 
ceiged, and earnestly implores 
further discoveries, will, by de- 
grees, find his knowledge of the 
Scriptores enlarged and confirm. 
ed, until he can. rely with holy 
satisfaction on the atonement of 
the Son of God. Such a text as 
this ** Who his ownself bare 
our sins in his own body on the 
tree, that we being dead to 
sin should live unto righteous- 
ness,’? is balm to his wounded 
conscience. The view of an in- 
carnate God, dying to redeem 
him; is life and consolation to his 
mind, It loosens the bonds of 
sin. It is peace, and pardon, 
and deliverance. It awakens a 
sacred sorrow for his past delin- 
quencies, and produces a benign 
and holy humility, not far re- 
moved from tranquillity and joy. 
Such a view may well allay his 
fears, and lighten his disquietude. 
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It may well excite an ardent and 
overflowing principle of love. 
It may well enable the Christian 
to overcome the world, and even 
to count, with St. Paul, all 
things but loss for the excellen. 
cy of the knowledge of Christ 
Jesus his Lord. 

With such a view, therefore, 
where it is deep and abiding, will 
always be connected that total 
renanciation of sin and supreme 
devotedness to God, of which it 
is the origin and support. Why 
does God pardon my sins, but 
that being released from their 
bondage, I may serve him with 
new and universal obedience ? 
‘* How can they who are dead 
to sin, live any longer therein?” 
Hfesitation, here, is suspicious 
and unpardonable ; and if the 
doctrines of our holy religion 
are doctrines of grace, they are 
also doctrines according to god- 
liness. If there be any true 
godliness in the world, it arises 
from their influence. 

The honest christian has, in- 
deed, no interest in ambiguity. 
it forms his delight to follow the 
example, and transcribe the char- 
acter of his Master. His com. 
plaints and sorrows spring from 
his deficiency in this respect. 
He would be entirely holy. He 
desires to glorify God in body, 
soul, and spirit. He aims at 
treading in the steps, imbibing 
the spirit, and adorning the gos- 
pel of his God and Savior ; and 
whenever he falls short of this, 
he falls short of his principal 
object, and applies humbly for 
fresh forgiveness and fresh sup- 
plies of grace. ‘There is no sia 


whatsoever which he does not de- 
sire to he subdued, no duty 
which he does not endeavor to 
perform. 


The perfect holiness 
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of his Lord is perpetually in his 
view, and he never rests till he 
is assimilated in every point to 
his divine pattern. This is the 
calling, the business, the indis. 
pensable duty of the christian. 
This imitation of his Savior, 
especially in the spirit and tem- 
per of his mind, is repugnant in- 
deed to his corrupt nature ; but 
it is on that very account to be 
more assiduously pursued. Ac- 
curacy in doctrines may be con- 
sistent with much warmth and 
acrimony. It is the humble, 
meek, benignant, tender char- 
acter, who gives the best evidence 
of a right frame of heart. It is 
to be feared that we are in gener- 
al too culpable in this respect— 
too little careful of ‘* putting on 
as the elect of God, holy and 
beloved, bowels of mercies, kind- 
ness, humbleness of mind, meek- 
ness, long-suffering.”? But let 
us contemplate the Son of God 
as **meek and lowly of heart,”’ as 
‘*bearing the contradiction of sin- 
ners against himself,’’ as breath- 
ing in every action, not the an- 
gry, contentious spirit of mod- 
ern polemics, but love, peace, 
gentleness, kindness, long-suffer- 
ing, and grace ; ‘* when he was 
reviled, reviling not again, when 
he suffered threatening not; but 
committing himself to him that 
judgeth righteously :’? and let 
us labor to acquire in these res- 
pects the mind which was also in 
Christ Jesus. Ch. Ob. 


REFLECTIONS OF A FORMALIST 
ON HIS BIRTH-DAY. 


On this day I am no less than 
sixty years of age, and surely it 
is more than time for me now to 
awake out of sleep. The days 
of man are threescore and ten 
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years. Only a seventh part of 
that time is left to me now, and 
of that small remnant of life] 
have no assurance. How fey 
arrive at that period of life to 
which I am already come! Aj, 
most all that were born before 
me are now in their long home, 
A very few only of the compan. 
ions of my youth survive. Some 
of them had constitutions that 
promised a longer life than mine, 
and disease or accident has made 
anendof them. Lalmost won. 
der that I am still in the land of 
the living. If it had been said 
by an heavenly messenger ten 
years ago, that either my friend 
J.S. or myself would be in the 
grave before this time, it would 
have been thought highly proba. 
ble that my friend was to be my 
surviver, and that before this day, 
my eternal doom was to be pro. 
nounced. And what would it 
have been? I tremble at the 
thought. I have all reason to 
fear, that it would not have been 
with the righteous. It is writ. 
ten, that without holiness no 
man shall see the Lord. That 
God is of purer eyes than to be. 
hold evil, or to look upon iniqui- 
ty ; that light can have no con- 
munication with darkness ; that 
righteousness can have no fel. 
lowship with unrighteousness, 
nor Christ any concord with Be- 
lial. But I must deceive my own 
soul, if I presume to rank my- 
self with those who are cleansed 
from their filthiness. 

It would be presumptuous to 
pass sentence against any one of 
my departed friends. But is 
not to be feared, that some of 
them are gone to the world of 
torment ? For many, in whose 
company I once took pleasure, 
were, I had reason to think, * 
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careless about their own souls 
as I have hitherto been ; and no 
signs of amendment appeared in 
them before they went down to 
the grave. A change might pass 
upon them unknown to me, or 
there might be some good thing 
in them with which I was unac- 
quainted. God forbid that I 
should deal damnation amongst 
either the living or the dead. 
My business is with myself. I 
am well convinced by late re- 
flections on my own conduct, 
that if I had met with the fate of 
those of my friends who died in 
a late epidemical fever, or of one 
who died by a fall from his horse, 
tT must have been in a place which 
{ cannot name without horror. 
God be thanked that 1 am yet 
in the land of the living. I have 
read of a nobleman who was 
condemned to die for offences 
against government, and felt 
such terror in his soul at the 
thoughts of an eternal world, 
that he cried out, O for some 
more days, though I should live 
ina mouse hole! But the poor 
wretch was chased out of the 
world, in all appearance with 
his sins cleaving fast to him, 
and pressing him down to the pit 
of destruction. Iam sure that 
i have infinite reason to bless 
God that I am still alive, al- 
though I were compelJedto spend 
all the rest of my time on earth 
in a dungeon, or to drag them 
out in incessant toil on boarda 
galley. have been sometimes 
tempted to envy some of my 
neighbors, because they were 
hore prosperous than myself ; 
but henceforth I will compare 
my condition, not with those 
who are alive, but withthe dead. 
Had [been with them in the 
‘and ef forgetfulness, 1 must by 
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this time have been a devil, re- 
moved beyond the hope of sal. 
vation by Christ. I should 
have gone down to the grave with 
my bones full of the sins of m 
youth, which would have lain 
down with me in the dust, and I 
should have risen with them at the 
last day, to be exposed to the view 
of the whole world in all their 
horrible deformity. 

What has not been may be. 
I have no assurance of my life 
for a single moment. Should I 
at this time breathe my last, 
what would become of me? 
must { not sink down into endless 
perdition with those sinners who 
have gone before me. Some of 
ny friends, it is to be feared, 
would meet me there, and load 
me with grievous curses for the 
encouragement I gave them to 
hold on in these evil courses 
which led them to the place of 
torment. They would tell me, 
that if they had seen me more 
careful of my salvation, they 
might have been awakened b 
mine example to consider their 
ways; that if I had reproved 
them for their drunkenness, their 
profane words, their neglect of 
divine ordinances, they might 
have repented and prevented 
those eternal horrors, from which 
there is now no escape for them. 
How shall I hear their execra. 
tions against me for endless ages, 
when I find it so difficult to en. 
dure an unjust reproach, which 
is over in a moment, and forgot- 
ten in a few days, 

But in that world I will prob. 
ably find, that some of my friends 
once not better than myself, have 
escaped that misery to which [I 
am doomed. The Bible spoke 
of a rich man in hell, who ified 
up bis eyes and saw Abraham 
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afar off, and a poor beggar, who 
once lay at his door full of sores. 
What if I too should see some 
whom I pitied on earth, crown. 
ed with endless felicity, whilst I 
am for ever confined to the re- 
gions of unmingled misery, with 
the devils that deceived me, and 
with my companions in sin, who 
must hate me with a perfect ha-, 
tred ; and whom I too would 
hate and curse, because we nev- 
er did any thing to hinder one 
another from coming to the place 
of torment, although we were 
often warned of our danger. 

I am filled with horror at the 
thought of my own stupidity: | 
might have been at this moment 
involved in all that misery which 
is felt by so many millions, who 
were once as I now an, if divine 
paticnce had not prolonged my 
days to this time, whilst I was 
doing all that lay in my power 
to provoke the Omnipotent to 
do his worst against me. It is 
true I was not an adulterer, nor 
a thief, nor a murderer, in the 
eyes of men; but was I not told 
by the Bible, that the law is 
Spiritual ; that he who lusteth 
after a man’s wife hath already 
committed adultery with her in 
his heart; that he who hateth 
his brother in his heart is a mur- 
derer ; that if any man love not 
our Lord Jesus Christ, he must 
be anathema maranatha; that 
except a man be born again he 
cannot see the kingdom of God. 

My conscience was not seared 
as with a hot irons I some- 
times trembled at the thought of 
death : I sometimes rejoiced at 
hearing that there was a Savior 
infinitely kind and powerful, 
who would reject none that came 
unto him for the fife of their 
souls. But if I should be cast 
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into the place of torment, must 
not my tortures be dreadfully 
aggravated by the reflection, that 
my conscience frequently sound. 
ed an alarm to no purpose, and 
that I neglected the great saliva. 
tion which was often preached jp 
mine ears. 

I stood in fear of my state 
from the earliest times that I can 
remember, and I durst not neg. 
lect daily prayer and weekly at. 
tendance upon the public minis. 
trations of the word of God. | 
shudder at the thoughts of my 
stupidity in reading and hearing 
so many things in vain! Will 
not the sermons I have heard, 
and every book of the Bible, all 
of which L have read more than 
once, be like coals of juniper in 
my conscience for ever and ever, 
if I die in my present condition? 

1 often thought after reading 
or hearing of the danger of up. 
converted sinners, that I should 
soon take a convenient time, and 
make diligent search by cop. 
versing with mine own heart 
concerning my prospects. Not 
only years, but almost my whole 
life-time has passed away since | 
formed this purpose: yet noth- 
ing has been done to any good 
purpose; for the greater part 
of that time I entertained a hope, 
that although I was conscious of 
much imperfection, yet IL was 
not worse than a great part of 
those who have a good charac- 
ter in the church. I flattered 
myself that little or nothing 
might be wanting to insure my 
eternal felicity, although 1 was 
frequently troubled with misgiv- 
ing apprehensions that my works 
would not be found perfect be- 
fore God. But of late L have 
thought more deeply thaa for- 
merly on the subject, and am 
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persuaded that all my feeble hopes 
were delusive, and that without 
a complete change I am undone. 

Iu consequence of some seri- 
ous admonitions which I heard, 
concerning the right way of using 
the scripture, it has become my 
custom to bestow some thoughts 
on every chapter which I read, 
and to consider what the mind 
of God is to myself in these por- 
tions of his word. This I could 
not long do, till I found my 
heart smitten with the convic- 
tion that not only imperfection 
adhered to my best works, but 
that they all wanted what was 
essentially necessary for their 
acceptance with God. I have 
prayed, but my prayers were 
not true prayers, for [ did not 
offer up sincere desires to God 
for things agreeable to his will. 
Although I earnestly desired the 
blessings of divine Providence, 
{ did not hunger and thirst after 
righteousness. If my desires 
after holiness had been more ar- 
dent than after the good things 
of this life, | would not have 
given that indulgence which [ am 
now sensible I have done tu my 
sinful propensities. I have 
sung portions of the psalms in 
public and private worship, 
but [I have been utterly des- 
titute of that joy in the Lord, 
that reverence and high admira- 
tion of his name, without which 
the singing of psalms is no more 
an act of holy worship, than the 
sounding of a flute. 

But why should I specify par- 
ticulars. My heart is deeply 
impressed with a sense of innu- 
merable evils, all of which will 
be brought forth against me at 
the day of judgment, to my ut- 
ter confusion, if I still remaia 
what I am at present, an unpar- 

Vou. Il. New Series. 


Reflections of a Formalist. 513 


doned sinner. I thank God that 
[ am not yet become the object 
of general detestation. I have 
not been Jeft to the commission 
of those gross iniquities which 
might have made me the object 
of public scorn. But the fash. 
ion of this world passeth away. 
At the day of judgment, persons 
and things will appear very dif- 
ferent from what they are at 
present. Then many adulterers, 
fornicators, and drunkards, com.- 
pared with whom I was account. 
ed a saint, will not appear to 
have been worse men than I, 
when my secret iniquities are 
disclosed. Unbelief, hypocrisy, 
formality in the divine worship, 
will then appear to have been as 
loathsome to God, as the vile 
gratifications of lust, which are 
detested, and cannot be too 
greatly detested by men. Or, if 
these enormities, perpetrated by 
men who bear the christian name, 
Shall be found to expose the do- 
ers of them to a more dreadful 
condemnation than their fellow 
sinners, who, through the knowl. 
edge of the gospel, escaped the 
pollution of the world through 
lust, yet of this I am assured, 
that I must (if I continue impen. 
itent) be found a viler creature, 
than the most abominable sinner 
of the heathen world. My stu. 
pidity, my neglect of the salva. 
tion purchased by the Son of 
God, my preference of the pleas- 
ures of vile lusts to the pleasures 
of holiness, will be found more 
inexcusable, and will put me to 
more shame before the assembled 
world, all of whom will then 
view things in their proper light, 
than the sins of Sodom and Go- 
morrah would have done, if my 
light had been no clearer than 
theirs. But God forbid that I 
3K. 








—— ¥ 
Se. 


‘eae 





ee i ee 


se 


SN, 
= ee 
ae 


eae 


ee ee 


4 oe “Jt 26% “teed 


i 


‘(3% 8 ies at t 
mat 


514 Refiections of a Formailist. 


should, after all that I now 
know concerning myself, be 
found at the left hand of my 
Judge at the time of his appear- 
ance. | have indeed arrived 
at old age without obtaining a 
share in the salvation of Christ, 
because I have treated it with 
contempt. But I am ashamed 
and confounded at my folly, 
and from henceforth I will no 
more trample on the grace and 
blood of the only Savior. O 
that they had known, says the 
gracious Redeemer, the things 
that belong to their peace in the 
day of their merciful visitation ; 
but now they are hid from their 
eyes. This is not the case with 
me, | am not yet in the place 
where the mercy of God is clean 
gone for ever, but I still remain 
in the earth which is full of the 
goodness of the Lord. [I still 
dwell in the valley of vision, and 
hear the Savior saying to sinners, 
who like me have long continued 
to provoke him by their folly, 
‘‘How long, yesimple ones, will 
ye love simplicity, and ye scorn- 
ers delight in scorning, and fools 
hate knowledge.”’ 

Is there hope for an old sinner 
who has turned for sixty years a 
deaf ear to the voice of eternal 
wisdom? Yes; whoshall set lim- 
its to the grace of Christ, or 
who has a right to restrict the 
meaning of his gracious calls? 
it is evident that when he says, 
‘*How long will ye love simplic- 
ity,’’ he speaks to men who have 
long refused to receive his in. 
structions. And who will say 
that he means only those who 
have for ten, or twelve, or twen- 
ty, or fifty years refused to 
hear him, but that no person of 
sixty years who has hitherto per- 
sisted in unbelief, has a right to 
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derive any comfort from them ? 
He saith elsewhere, ** Him that 
cometh unto me, I will in no. 
wise cast out.”” Will any man 
say that these blessed words are 
to be understood only of per. 
sons below sixty years of age? 
I know indeed that few, that 
perhaps next to none at that pe. 
riod of life, who have spent all 
their former days in sin, are re. 
newed to repentance. But this 
consideration shall urge me to 
greater earnestness in my appli. 
cation to Jesus for the life of my 
soul. Not many wise, not many 
noble, not many mighty are 
called. But have any of the wise 
and noble been deterred by this 
consideration from seeking sal. 
vation by Christ? Perhaps 
some have; but this is certain, 
that none of the wise or mighty 
that ever came to Christ were 
cast out by him. Dionysius the 
Areopagite was made as wel. 
come to Jesus, as the poorest 
sinner of Athens or of any oth. 
er place. Sergius Paulus was not 
rejected any more than the most 
obscure individual in Cyprus. 
Some have told us, that the 
converted robber who was cru- 
cified with Jesus, never perhaps 
enjoyed the means of grace till 
he was dvomed to die, or till he 
was nailed to the crocs. But 
whence do they derive this sup- 
position? Salvation was of the 
Jews; John’s doctrine was 
heard of through all the land; 
what man in Judea had not heard 
of the preaching and miracles of 
Jesus? Bibles were common in 
the land. The robber, wherever 
he was, might have enjoyed the 
means of conversion if he had 
not despised them. His example 
is surely designed as an encour- 
agement to those who are DoW 
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visibly approaching their latter 
end, to lift up their voices and 
their souls to Jesus for a share 
in the blessings of his kingdom, 
I will not coutend with any man 
who tells me, that my sins area 
thousand times more aggravated 
than the transgressions of that 
robber ; but I am fully persuad- 
ed, and no man shall rob me of 
the persuasion that the case of 
this robber is recorded in scrip. 
ture, as one among many proofs, 
that Jesus is able to save to the 
uttermost all that come unto 
God by him, and that he ever 
turns a gracious ear to the voice 
of the petitioners who are shut 
up to the faith of his mercy. 

Ifa proclamation from heaven, 
were made in the ears of those 
who are already consigned to 
their place of torment, that a- 
nother day should begrantedthem 
to enjoy the means of salvation, 
their torments would give place 
to rapturous joy. With what 
eagerness would they seize the 
first moment, and every remain- 
ing moment of that little space 
of time, to strive to enter in at 
the strait gate that leads into the 
way of life. They would pay 
no regard to any devil who 
should tellthem that their case 
was still hopeless, that mercy 
would not be extended to them, 
and that it was impossible for 
them ever to acquire those dis. 
positions which were necessary 
to fit them fora better. Their 
invincible aversion to misery, and 
desire of happiness would stimu. 
late them to do all that was in 
their power to improve the hap- 
py opportunity. And although 
it was utterly impossible for 
them to make a change for the 
better by their own exertions, 
their faint hope derived from the 
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heavenly proclamation that God 
might do for them what they 
could not do for themselves, 
would make them incessant in 
their supplications, that mercy 
might be extended to them. 

If this might be reasonably 
thought to be the probable effect 
of a desire of happiness, on the 
supposition that God would 
work wonders for the damned, 
which we know he will not do, 
how infatuated would I be, if I 
should suffer to pass unimprov- 
ed the time that is yet allotted to 
me in a world where salvation 
is brought near to the guilty. I 
will seek the Lord while he may 
be found ; I will call upon him 
whilst he is yet near. ‘The sen- 
tence is not yet gone forth against 
me, He that is filthy, let him 
be filthy still! My sins have 
gone over mine head asa heavy 
burden, too heavy for meto bear, 
and therefore, 1 will give myself 
no rest till L hear that charming 
declaration made to my soul, 
Thy sins are forgiven thee. I 
cannot purify mine own heart 
from those vile lusts which I now 
detest: but what is impossible 
with man, is possible with God. 
Lord, let thy mercy be on me, for 
allmy hope isin thee. I seek 
salvation from Jesus ; if I per- 
ish, [ will perish at his feet. 


ee 


THE CHRISTIAN’S CONVERSATION 
1S IN HEAVEN.—PHIL. iil. 20. 


Tue word is very comprehen- 
sive and proper; it signifies the 
life, or way of living of a citizen, 
where all one’s interests, and all 
his business lies. They are citi- 
zens of heaven; their inheri- 
tance, their treasure, and, of 
course, their hearts are there ; 
and there all their business lies 
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thatis worth lookingafter. They 
are but pilgrims and strangers on 
this earth, and have nothing but 
a present subsistence to look for 
here. This is what gives them the 
advantage which they have above 
others, the victory by which 
they overcome the world; a 
victory which none of the wise 
moralists, so much admired by 
men, who knew not the nature 
and worth of christianity, could 
ever attain to. The apostle 
makes the challenge, **Who is he 
that overcometh the world, but 
he that believeth that Jesus is 
the Son of God?” And there 
rever has, nor ever will be, a 
man found able to answer it. 
Hore then we havea short, but 
a most complete and perfect 
christian directory. He that 
has the faith of Christ, has all ; 
he that wants it, has nothing. 
Well might our Lord say that 
** this is the work of God, that 
ye believe in him whom he hath 
sent.”? It secures the heart for 
God through Jesus Christ, and 
that secures the whole man, all 
his thoughts, all his words, and 
actions ; forms the whole of his 
conduct of life upon a perfect, 
a most infallible pattern. The 
apostle Paul gives some account 
of the christian’s business: ‘‘ Nei- 
ther circumcision availeth any 
thing, nor uncircumcision, but 


faith which worketh by love.” 
Dissert. on Gal. ii. 20. 





MUSTARD SEED. 


‘¢A GRAIN of mustard seed,” 
is said, in the parable,* to be 
“the smallest of all seeds; but 
when it is grown up, it is the 
greatest among herbs, and be- 
cometh a tree ; so that the birds 
of the air come and lodge in the 

* Matth. xiii. 31. 
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branches thereof.” The mus. 
tard of our own country is very 
far from answering this descrip. 
tion ; but there is, in the east, a 
species of the sinapi, to which, 
no doubt, it alludes. It is called 
by Linneus, Sinapi Eruosides. 
Its branches are real wood, as 
appears from a specimen in the 
collection of Sir Joseph Banks, 
Lightfoot, Buxtorf, and others 
quote the Jewish rabbies to the 
same effect, whose testimony 
cannot be suspected of partiality 
to the New Testament. In the 
Talmud of Jerusalem, it is said, 
** There was in Sichi a mustard 
tree, which had three branches ; 
one of which, being cut down, 
served to cover the hovel of a 
potter; and yielded three cabs 
of seed.”? The rabbi Simeon, 
son of Chalataph, assures us, 
that ‘She had in his garden, a 
shoot of the mustard tree, on 
which he climbed, as if on a fig 
tree.”? These statements are, at 
least, sufficient to shew, that we 
should not form a judgment of 
eastern herbs by those which are 
familiar among ourselves. 


Rel. Mon. 


MEDITATION IN THE PROSPECT 
OF DEATH. 


[A Paper found in the Repositories of a 
person lately deceased, in his own 
hand-writing. } 


No cavern is so dark, no 
abyss so deep, no inclosure so 
strong, but omniscience can pen- 
etrate it, and omnipotence cab 
burst it asunder. 

In the near view of death, 
how did I with resentment of 
heart, pronounce foolishness up- 
on all the vain amusements of 
the present life ; with what 
earnestness did I recommend to 
all an interest in the Redeemer, 
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as the one thing needful, and to 
win him as a prize, that includes 
in it a perfect righteousness to 
justify, and a fulness of grace to 
sanctify. 

But [ am summoned by name 
to that great tribunal. How 
ravishing the smiles of the Judge! 
Never did honey melt with such 
sweetness upon the tongue, as 
the words of my Judge distil 
themselves into my ear, while I 
hear him say, ‘*Come thou bless. 
ed of my Father.”” How does 
grace triumph in this sentence! 
How blessed those whom the 


| faithful Jesus pronounces bless- 


ed! How happy they who are 
blessed by him that made the 
heaven and earth. If he calls 
me blessed of his Father, the 
Father of Jesus, and in him my 


| Father, it will be no common 


blessing. I may then expect all 


' that Emanuel hath purchased ; 


all that the promises contain ; 
all the fruits of electing love, 


| redeeming grace, adopting hon. 
| or, justifying 


righteousness ; 
and of all that mercy and power 
that shone forth in my sanctifica- 
and carried on 
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time, and in the midst of a thou. 
sand difficulties ! 

How rich is the divine benig. 
nity when a kingdom is the pro« 
duct of it! He giveth like a 
God—a throne for every saint— 
robes of light——unwithering 
palms——a kingdom that cannot 
be moved—immorta!, undecay- 
ing glories! 

With what affectionate and 
humble surprise will the saint 
attend to the sentence of that 
day! How unworthy will he 
acknowledge himself, that a king. 
dom should be bestowed on him, 
to be enjoyed through endless 
ages! This is a display of love 
that wants a name. Iam swal. 
lowed up in wonder; while I 
gaze, [I prize the crown bestow- 
ed; I adore the hand that places 
it on my unworthy head ; I cast 
it with humble gratitude before 
the throne, ascribing the glory 
where it is due. 

These are instances of grace 
that require a tongue to ac. 
knowledge, a harp to celebrate, 
and a heart to comprehend them 
far superior tomine. And, *‘O 
eternity is too short to utter all 
thy praise.’’ 








MISCELLANY. 





ESSAY ON EDUCATION. 


Man is a creature of circum- 
Every sound, which 
he hears, every object, which he 
sees, aids in forming his character; 
hence the infinite importance of 
Education. It is” education, 
which forms the Mahommetan and 
Pagan, the Jew and Christian. 
{t is education, which forms the 


wandering Tartar, the plunder. 
ing Arab, the superstitious Hin. 
doo. The savage and the man of 
civilized society, are formed by 
education. 

For those, who are acquaint. 
ed with Revelation, this is chief. 
ly a moral culture. All other 


discipline is sbordinate to this, 
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and has reference to this, as its 
ultimate end. 

Though man was created in 
the image of God, he has effaced 
the divine features; he is in a guil- 
ty, lapsed state. With the same 
physical powers,the same mental 
energies, which dignified his first 
parents in Eden, such is now his 
moral apathy, his spiritual death, 
that like the bird of the desert, 
he knoweth not the return of 
spring. Like the serpent he 
feeds on dust. This has been 
the complaint of pagan philoso. 
phers, the melancholy theme of 
prophets and apostles. The dis- 
eases, the wars, the sighs of a 
dying world, are only the effects 
of moral evil. Nothing is more 
natural, and nothing is more 
reasonable, than for man _ to 
break these chains of death, to 
seek deliverance from this moral 
ruin. Accordingly wise indi- 
viduals and communities, legisla. 
tors, judges, and ministers of the 
altar, incessantly labor to re. 
lieve themselves and others from 
these spiritual wos. They kin- 
dle the sparks of that celestial 
fire, which dispels the darkness, 
and softens the moral winter of 
the world. 

To aid this grand design, to 
remedy the evils of the fall, is the 
proper design of education. To 
re-impress the image of God, 
to render man worthy the divine 
favor, worthy the society of an- 
gels, to lead man back to his 
primitive glory, to arrest the 
terrific progress of evil, sages 
and prophets, apostles and phi- 
lanthropists, have sacrificed 
their lives. For these purposes 
God preserves and governs the 
universe, the wheels of provi- 
dence roll, angels descend to the 
dwellings of men, and the Holy 


Education. (Apri, 
Spirit opens the scenes of future 
ages. When the Almighty Leg. 
islator comes down in awfy| 
majesty, the pestilence before 
him, and darkness under hig 
feet; when he drives the first pair 
from Eden, his design is to ope, 
the way for them, and their 
innumerable posterity to a fairey 
Paradise, where the serpent shal] 
never deceive, where forbidden 
fruit shall never enchant. Op 
this path of glory all the lamps 
of education shed their salutary 
beams. They conduct man to 
his lost home. For this purpose 
devout parents instruct their lisp. 
ing babes; forthis the summer 
school collects the  prattling 
throng, and the daughters of |. 
rael instruct their tender charge: 
for this the village master leads the 
youth to the springs of science; 
for this academies, and colleges, 
and universities, are fourded: 
temples are built, churches ar 
gathered ; ordinances are admin. 
istered ; and the heralds of the 
gospel proclaim salvation from 
pole to pole. All these meas. 
ures of Providence combine 
their influence, as branches oi 
education to replace man on the 
throne, whence he has fal'en. As 
a constellation of lustre, in this 
galaxy of light, the science: 
pour their rays to guide mankind 
to the celestial city. If this be 
not self evident, a little reflec- 
tion will render it evident. 

No further than man is res- 
tored to his original glory does 
he possess any thing, which ' 
permanently valuable. What's 
mere science, what are shining 
accomplishments, but splendid 
phantoms, © delusive meteors, 
ready to vanish into thin air: 
All attainments, which are not 
moral, which have not a celesti! 
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tendency, are unsubstantial are 
transient as the shadow of the 
dial. : 

While ascending the path of 
moral improvement, though desti- 
tute of those talents, which secure 
wealth and renown, man is little 
lower than the angels ; they wait 
to receive him. As the fatal 
fruit was torn from the tree of 
knowledge the ground was curs. 
ed, the elements were distracted, 
the angel of death walked on the 
wings of the wind, the quiver of 
divine wrath poured its arrows 
into the bosom of man. Man 
caught the contagious princi- 
ples of uproar and confusion. 
Famine, plague, and pestilence, 
are minor evils less terrible, 
than man toman, This deprav- 
ity must be restrained and cru. 
cifled, or man is undone. What 
essential advantage then have 
those attainments, which are 
werely physical or intellectual, 
which are merely ornamental or 
pleasant ? Conscience must be 
convinced ; passion must be sub- 
dued. This is the only course 
of felicity. No education is 
valuable, unless it tend to dispel 
the moral darkness of the mind, 
to bridle the lightning of the pas- 
sions, to elevate the soul with 
heavenly peace. Of what value 
are the gilded pills and fragrant 
perfumes of the physician, un. 
less they have a tendency to heal 
the disease of his patient? God 
is necessary to man; God is the 
health of the soul. Nothing, 
theiefore, can be estimable, 
Which does not tend to unite 
man with his God. Every thing 
elseis a shadow,or a vapour pass- 
ingaway. As fuel without fire, 
or the picture of a feast to refresh 
the body ; as the description of 
‘harvest to enrich the farmer, 
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or the narrative of a voyage to 
fill the stores of the merchant ; 
such are those acquisitions, 
which have no moral tendency. 
Who then will adopt that mode 
of education, which merely dec- 
orates the person, amuses the 
fancy, or enchants the senses ; 
but does not mend the heart 2 

[s it fancy or do I hear un. 
baptized philosophy exclaim, 
‘the days of the monks and 
fasts are returning. Relics and 
b¢ads, hermits and pilgrims, will 
again overwhelm society.”’ 

To this l only reply, do not all 
the liberai sciences, the useful or 
fine arts, tend to mend the heart, 
to purify the affections, to pro- 
duce strong convictions of God, 
of providence, and our infinite 
obligations ? [ ask the child of 
science, whether his studies have 
not a tendency, to restore man 
to hislost glory and hisGod. Do 
not you learn from history the 
scripture doctrine of human de- 
pravity ? Is not the history of 
man the history of malignant 
passions and of crimes? In the 
revolutions of families and em. 
pires, are you not taught the un- 
certainty of earthly glory, the 
excellence of virtue, the misery 
of vice, the justice of divine 
Providence? From history do 
you not learn, that atonement 


for sin is a natural idea of man, 


or that being first revealed, it has 
by tradition been conveyed to all 
the nations of the world? Have 
not sacrifices, and even human 
sacrifices, been offered in ever 
country of the globe? The doc. 
trine of atonement then is a 
spontaneous dictate of the heart, 
or arevelation from God. 

From history we also learn 
how natural to man is the doc. 
trine of amediator. When na- 
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tions are at war,when sovereigns 
negotiate, the agency of a therd 
power is often introduced. This 
third power offers itself the me- 
diator between hostile nations, 
and peace is restored. The dig- 
nity of both parties is supported. 
The votaries of the grand Lama, 
and the disciples of Boodh, whose 
religion is professed by more 
than half the human race, wor- 
ship their visible deities only as 
mediators with the one, invisible 
God. So does history confirm 
essential doctrines of revelation, 
and improve our moral feelings. 

Does not Geography show the 
wisdom and goodness of God in 
adapting means toends; in ac. 
commodating the climate to the 
inhabitants, or the inhabitants to 
the climate. In the frozen re- 
gions of the north, where the 
earth yields her produce with a 
sparing hand, our waters are en- 
riched by the finny tribes, and 
men have hearts of iron, to en- 
counter the cold, to toil in the 
earth, to sail the stormy sea. 
In the south men have neither 
courage nor strength; but the 
earth yields them a spontaneous 
support, and their trees are pleas- 
ant habitations. Saul abode un. 
der a tree in Ramah,and Deborah 
dwelt under a paim tree. By 
means of rivers and seas, what is 
wanting in one country is suppli- 
ed from another. By means of 
traffic men are not only rendered 
more comfortable; but their 
characters areimproved. Civil- 
ization, refinement, and a spirit 
of Liberty, are promoted by 
commerce. Hence tyrants are 
never the friends of commerce ; 
as a mean of preparing their sub- 
jects to be crushed, and patiently 
to endure the deadly yoke of 
despotism, they begin by embar. 


rassing and destroying commer. 
cial enterprise. The page of 
Geography shows that the Fa. 
ther of all dispenses his fayo,, 
with an impartial hand in the 
different climates of the worlg, 
The contemplation of this natyr. 
ally excites love, and joy, and 
praise. 

I need not enlarge. I nee 
not remark, that the precise 
laws of crystallization, the sym, 
metry of the angles, prove a de. 
signing agent, and display the 
wisdom of God. I need not re. 
mark that the canals of plants, 
which convey the sap to the dif. 
ferent parts are in exact propor. 
tion to the space, which is to be 
nourished. Are not the upper 
and visible side of every leaf on 
the trees adorned with a beautifal 
polish, while the lower without 
a polish, displays the work? Ai 
the architect or cabinet maker 
gives beauty and ornament to 
the upper and more viéstble parti 
of his works, while the joint 
and ruder parts are conceal. 
ed; so is it with every plant of 
the field, every leaf of the forest. 

Minerals, so useful and neces. 
sary to civilized man, areall dis. 
posed in strata or veins, nicely 
lodged in magazines. Were the 
iron, and coal, and other miner- 
als of the world, scattered here 
and there, and every where, the 
loss would be immense. Every 
branch of natural history pre 
sents grateful views of God. 
Did not the warlike elephant, 
and terrible rhinoceros in suml- 
mer drop their covering, they 
would suffocate and perish 1 
the burning sands of Africa 
Did not the camel, the ship of the 
desert, carry within him a Cis 
tern of water, he could neve! 
traverse the thirsty plains of the 
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East; their merchants would 
never divide the riches of the 
caravan. The rein deer laughs 
at the cold of Lapland ; because 
he is muffled in the warmest fur. 
The arctic birds sport on their 
mountains of snow, for God has 
wrapped their feet in the richest 
down. ‘* He tempers the wind 
to the shorn lamb.”’ 


“* The serious mind adores the mighty 
hand, 
That ever busy wheels the silent spheres. 
Au undevout astronomer is mad.” 


Who can recollect, that the 
world. as Job says, is hung upon 
nothing. that the planets are 
worids like the one, which we 
inhabit, perhaps vocal with the 
songs of immortal felicity ; that 
the sun is the fountain of light 
to a system of worlds ; that the 
stars are so many suns, giving 
light and splendor to countless 
millions of worlds: that the bold. 
est imagination can fix no limits 
to the works of Ged, or say, 
** Yonder world terminates the 
work of creation.”?* Who can 
thus reflect and not bow before 
the great Eternal, and in silent 
wonder ‘*muse his praise ?”’ 
Bat we forbear. The astonish. 
ing wonders of the electric 
fluid, the various mysteries of 
chemistry, the holy transports 
of music, with a numerous re. 
tinue of sciences, the handmaids 
of religion, we pass by in silence. 
Philosophy opens a temple of 
divine wisdom, which none but 
the hallowed ministers of science 
can describe. ‘To them I resign 
my feeble pen. Let ignorance 
and enthusiasm boast of their 
visions and lights within,our way 
to heaven is the path of knowl. 
edge and science. 

Vou. Il, New Series. 
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By learning the object of ed. 
ucation, the reader is assisted in 
deciding between the merits of 
different modes orsystems. The 
seaman by knowing the port of 
his destination, knows the point, 
which he is to sail. If he be al- 
lured by hope of advantage, or 
driven by tempests in a thou. 
sand directions, he can instantly 
reassume his course. He that 
does not know the point of his 
destination may traverse’ the 
ocean, till his ship decays with 
age. So those, who have not a 
specific object in education may 
wander from science to science, 
without order, and with little 
advantage. Those, who rememe 
ber that the grand design is fo 


prepare immortals for the skies, 


will know what mode to adopt. 
They instantly see how ruinous 
to human hopes, how fatal to the 
eternal interests of children, how 
malignant in its nature is that 
atheistic system, which recom. 
mends the neglect of religious 


.instruction, till the child has 


lived more than twice seven 
years. Bad habits are then 
formed, the chains of spiritual 
death are rivetted, and too late 
perhaps the hand of deliverauce 
is offered. But to analyze differ. 
ent systems is no part of my de. 
sicn; but from a general prin. 
ciple to make several deductions, 
I only set the compass and ascer- 
tain the general course to be 
pursued, without proceeding on 
the way to mark the devious 
paths. That system of educa. 
tion is to be chosen, which most 
eficaciously recovers man from 
his apostasy, which most hope. 
fully elevates him among the 


blessed. 
(To be continued.) 
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REVIEW. 





The Remedy for Duelling: a 
Sermon delivered before the 
Presbytery of Long-Island, 
at the opening of their ses- 
ston, at Aquebogue, April 
16th, 1806. By Lyman Bee- 
cher, A. M. fPastor of the 
church in East Hampton. 
First published by request of 
the Presbytery : republished 
by subscription. New York, 
Williams & Whiting. 1809. 


Tnovcu Duelling is a crime 
which does not infest society in 
New England, and though there 
is little canse for apprehension 
that it will ever become preva- 
lent here, yet most of our read- 
crs, we presume, have deeply 
lamented the existence of so 
dreadful a scourge in the other 
parts of the United States. 
Amidst the examples of the great, 
the connivance and participation 
of rulers, and the stupid admira- 
tion with which vast multitudes 
have gazed on these deeds of 
blood, all the tender ties of hu- 
man nature, and all the sanc- 
tions of law, divine and human, 
have been treated with equal 
contempt. While envy and re- 
venge have immolated their heca- 
tombs, and murder of the most 
flagitious kind has been trans- 
formed into a brave, and honor. 
able defence of reputation, men 
of real principle have looked 
around them to discover, if possi- 
ble, some remedy for so tremen- 
dous an evil, 

In this state of things, the dis- 
coverer or the improver of any 
plan, by which the exertions of 


the good can be combined, and 
the opinions of the wise set in 
array against the practices of the 
unprincipled,deserves to be hail. 
ed as a benefactor to mankind, 
To this high honor, if we are not 
mistaken, the author of The 


Remedy for Duelling has attain. 


ed. The plan which he has pro. 
posed, and to the elucidation 
and enforcement of which his 
whole sermon is devoted, is sim. 
ply this: That every vuter who 
disapproves of duelling, should 
invariably withhold his suffrage, 
in our popular elections, from 
any man whom he has good rea. 
son to believe to be a duellist in 
princtple or practice. We do 
not give his words, in the fore. 
going sentence, but the scope of 
the discourse, as it appears on 
perusal. When we speak thu: 
honorably of Mr. Beecher, on 
account of the plan developed in 
his discourse, we are aware, that 
many well informed men through 
the country have always disap- 
proved of elevating duellists to 
office ; that this disapprobation 
has been often expressed in con- 
versation, and sometimes per- 
haps in print; and that duel- 
ling is habitually numbered 
among our national sins. But 
Mr. Beecher advances further. 
He considers a regular and sys- 
tematic opposition to duellists, 
when candidates for office, as 
the great, the efficacious, and the 
only hopeful method of sup- 
pressing the crime ; and he brings 
it home to the conscience of every 
voter, as a partaker in the guilt 
and the mischiefs of duelling, un- 
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less he uses his right of suffrage 
for this salutary purpose. The 
subject is presented in a great 
variety of lights ; objections are 
answered very satisfactorily, and 
with perfect ease; and convic- 
tion is forced upon the under. 
standing and the conscience, at 
every stage in the reasoning. 
The sermon is an exhibition of 
most persevering argument. 
The speaker holds you fast, and 
will not let you go unconvinced, 
When you think he has done, he 
arrests you again and again, 
with an additional host of pow. 
erful arguments and motives. 

The style is, in a few instances, 
hardly correct. It is, however, 
always spirited toa high degree, 
and often indignant at the miser- 
able sophistry by which duelling 
is attempted to be defended. The 
word jeopardy is improperly us- 
ed as a verb. 

Sarcasm and irony are fre. 
quently well employed; but in 
the following cases rather injudi- 
ciously. After proving, in a 
well written paragraph, (p. 13.) 
that education cannot excuse da. 
elling, the author concludes by 
saying, ‘* And when they mur- 
der, elevate them not to posts of 
honor, but to the gallows.”’ 
The other instance to which we 
allude is found, p. 24, after a 
description of the alarming pro- 
gress of this crime, as proved by 
the general preparation to use 
the pistol, in some parts of our 
country. ‘* Expertness in fir- 
ing the pistol is a qualification 
of indispensable attainment, and 
the Sabbath is often devoted to 
the most christian employment 
of learning to shoot expertly.’’ 

Our readers will probably be 
gratified with a brief analysis of 
thissermon. The following ar- 
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guments are introduced, under 
distinct heads, to prove the great 
point under consideration. 


1. The elevation of duellists to power 
is an act directly Opposed to the precepts 
of religion. 

“2. The duellist is a murderer; and 
were there no excluding sentence in the 
word of God, our own abhorrence of the 
crime should exclude from confidence 
these men of blood. 

** 3. A regard to our own safety, as 
well as respect to the authority of God, 
and an abhorrence of murder, should 
withhold our suffrage from the duellist.” 


Under this head the feebleness 
of the restraint which honor im. 
poses is considered. We quote 
a few sentences. 


** Hence the honor of a duelling legis- 
lator does not restrain him in the least 
from innumerable crimes which affect 
most sensibly the peace of society. He 
may contemn the Savior of men, and hate 
and oppose the religion of his country. 
He may be a Julian in bitterness, and by 
swearing cause the earth to mourn. In 
passion a whirlwind——in cruelty to ten- 
ants, to servants, and to his family, a ti- 
ger. Hemay be a gambler, a prodigal, 
a fornicator, an adulterer, a drunkard, 
a murderer, aud not violate the laws of 
honor. Nay, honor not only tolerates, 
bat in many instances it is the direct and 
only temptation to crime. 

‘*4. The system of duelling isa sys- 
tem of absolute despotism, tending di- 
rectly and powerfully tothe destruction 
of civil liberty. 

*°5. The inconsistency of voting for 
duellists is most glaring. 

‘¢6§. To vote for the duellist is to assist 
in the prostration of justice, and indirect- 
ly to encourage the crime. 

*©7. The contempt with which duel- 
lists treat the opinions and feelings of the 
community, is a reason why we should 
cease to confide in them. 

**§. Withhold your suffrage from the 
duellist, and the practice of fighting du- 
els will speedily cease.’’ 


We cite, as a fair specimen of 
the author’s reasoning, a page 
under this division. 


“The reason why men of honor, 
(falsely so called,) pay homage toahe law 
of honor, is because the maxims of this 
ghastly code are, among a certain class of 
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men,assumed as their opinion; which opin- 
ion is made to affect,in a sensible manner 
those who presume to disregard it. The 
Opinion of the great mass of the peo- 
ple is also justas well known; but with 
this important difference, that it inflicts 
no penalty on those who disregard it. 
Itis vague, feeble, and inefficacious. But 
let the opinion of society, on the subject 
of duelling, be collected, combined, and 
expressed in the votes of the people, and 
it will operate most sensibly upon that 
class of men who now most despise it. 
It will involvea penalty which they cannot 
but feel,and which theyevade Nodefect 
in the law—no absconding of witnesses— 
no flaw in the indietment~—no connivance 
of the great, can come to their assistance 
In this dilemma. If they will violate 
our laws, they shall not be intrusted with 
power. If they will murder,we will invest 
with power, men who will punish them. 
In this way we cut the sinews of duelling 
and bind to good behavior by the motive 
which before impelled to the crime. 
The opinion of the people, that which is 
in fact public opinion, becomes promi- 
nent, assumes influence, and overwhelms 
the absurd opinions of bloody men. 

**Motives of compassion,and of justice, 
both demand this expression of the pub- 
lic mind. These honorable men admit 
the sin and the folly of their deeds. They 
disclaim all motives of revenge or hatred. 
Their only plea is necessity ; and the 
only necessity is the imperious mandate 
of public opinion. They even lament 
[ that] such a state of things should ex- 
ist: but while it does exist they must 
fight or encounter disgrace. Is it not our 
duty to undeceive these deluded men—to 
rescue from death the reluctant martyrs 
of honor? Must they be haunted all their 
days, and be driven to desperation by a 
mere spectre of the imagination—by a 
public opinion which has no being? Are 
we not bound to teach them their mis- 
take, if it be such—to wrest from their 
hands this mere pretence, if it be ro 
more ? 

“9. Withholding the public suffrage 
from duellists is the only methodin which 
there is the least prospect of arresting 
the practice of duelling. 

**10. The evils justly to be apprehend- 
ed from the continuance of duelling, call 
loudly upon us to awake in earnest to this 
subject, and apply with vigor to the pro- 

sed remedy. 

‘11. The present is perhaps the only 
time. 

12, The facility with which this evil 
may be suppressed in the way proposed, 
will render us for ever inexcusable—will 
constitute us partakers in the sin, if we 
do not make the attempt. 


[ Aprit, 


“Finally, the appointment of dy. 
ellists to office, Wii justiy incense the 
Most High, and assurealy cali down the 
judgments of heaven.” 


All these divisions are ampli. 
fied with much force of reason. 
ing, and much natural eloquence, 
The sermon concludes with an 
animated peroration, and an ad. 
dress to professing christians of 
all denominations. From the 
latter we extract the following 
sentences. 


*‘ My brethren, for what purpose are 
you placed in this world? Why do you 
sustain the character, and enjoy the priv. 
ileges, and anticipate the rewards of the 
children of God? Is it that you may 
stand idle spectators of the sins and mis. 
eries of mankind? ** Holy and beloved,” 
have you no * bowels of compassion” 
And are tears, and sympathy, and pray. 
ers, the only labor of love which can be 
rendered, and which you are bound to 
bestow, to limit the prevalence of crimes, 
and mitigate the miseries of man ? Isno 
intelligence to be exercised? Are no 
plans to be adupted ? Is no concert of in- 
fluence and labor to exist among thos 
who are denominated the light of the 
world, and the salt of the earth ? Can the 
world be enlightened and the earth pre- 
served, while christians whirl away life 
in noise and bustle, or dose away their 
days in sloth ? Or, divided and subdivided, 
exert the little influence they possess in 
watching one the other, and counteract: 
ing each other’s designs? Is their no 
common enemy to combat? and are 
there not points enough of common in- 
terest and common sentiment, to unite us 
in one great and vigorous attack ?” 


On the whole, we most cordi- 
ally unite with the reverend 
clergymen, whose recommenda- 
tion is prefixed to this edition of 
the sermon, in which they say : 
** We are persuaded that no man, 
over whom cogent reasoning, 
political rectitude, and religious 
principle, have not Jost thelr 
power, can rise up from anin- 
partial perusal of Mr. Beecher’s 
Sermon, without being convinc- 
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ed that the citizens of these states 
have neglected an important du- 
ty by not resisting, in their indi- 
vidual capacities, the atrocious 
crime of duelling ; and without 
an anxious desire to see the rem. 
edy proposed by Mr. Beecher 
pnt under a course of fair ex- 
periment. Should it ultimately 
succeed, as there is reason to 
hope it will, the blessing of the 
present and of future generations 
will rest on the head and the 
memory of a man, who, by first 
pointing out and urging an effec- 
tual expedient for effacing one 
of the foulest blots on our na- 
tional character, will have pre- 
eminently deserved well of his 
eountry.”’ 


The Life of George Washing- 
ton, with curious anecdotes, 
equally honorable to himself, 
and exemplary to his young 
countrymen ; 8th edit. great- 
ly improved, embellished with 
7 engravings; By M. L. 
Weems, formerly rector of 
Mount Vernon parish, 12mo. 
Philadelphia, 1809. 


Tuts little volume is designed 
for introduction into schools,and 
as it contains many interesting 
anecdotes of Washington, and 
is written in a style very fasci- 
nating to the young, it will have 
an extensive circulation. It has 
indeed already, in less than two 
years, passed through eight edi- 
tions. This is an honorable 
proof, that the public curiosity 
is yet awake, in respect to the 
life and character of the beloved 
hero of the revolution. 

It has been a subject of just 
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complaint, that in the lives of 
Washington, which have appear. 
ed, there has been so little of 
biography and so much of histo 
ry; that we behold him only 
upon the stage of public action, 
and are not permitted to see him 
in the private walks of life. Mr, 
Weems comes forward to supply 
this deficiency. He has collect- 
ed a number of facts particular. 
ly relating to the childhood and 
youth of the American sage, and 
has presented them to the pub- 
lic in such an interesting, and 
frequently comic dress, that it 
will require the most immoveable 
gravity of disposition to preserve 
a composure of mnscles in read- 
ing this book. With his inimi. 
table talent for humor, it is a 
happy circumstance, that the 
author has a higher object than 
to excite a laugh. He perceives 
the value of religion, and he 
wishes to recommend it by the 
example of Washington. 

In the first chapter, Mr. 
Weems makes known his precise 
object, to exhibit the private 
life of the father of his country. 


‘In most of the elegant orations, pre- 
nounced to his praise,’ says he, ‘you see 
nothing of Washington below the clouds-- 
nothing of Washington the dutiful son--- 
the affectionate brother-----the cheerful 
schov! boy----the diligent surveyor----the 
neat draftsman---the laborious farmer--- 
the widow’s husband----the orphan’s fa- 
ther---and poor man’s friend. No! this 
is not the Washington you see ; ’tis only 
Washington the Hero, and the demi 
god. Washington, the sum beam in 
council, or the storm-in war. ‘* See! 
there he stands! with the port of 
Mars, ‘the destroyer, dark frown- 
ing over the fields of war—the light- 
ning of Potter’s blade is by his side—the 
deep mouthed cannon is before him, dis- 
gorging its flesh-mangling balls——his 
war horse paws with impatience to bear 
him, a speedy thunderbolt, against the 
pale and bleeding ranks of Britain ! These 
are the drawings usuatly given of Wash. 








tr 


~~ 
ee . 
ve “ 
no 
~ as — ° ae 
yyerEl ee a 
5 mn ot. 


Ser 


< 


4 > 
~ eer 


526 The Life of George Washington. 


ington ; drawings masterly no doubt, and 
perhaps see descriptive of him in some 
scenes of his life ; bat scenes they were, 
which I am sure his soul ab/orred, and 
in which at any rate you see nothing of 
his private virtues. These old fashioned 
commoiities are generally thrown into 
the back ground of the picture, and treat- 
ed, as the grandees atthe London and 
Paris routs treat their good old aunts and 

andmothers, huddling them together 
into the dack rooms, there to wheeze and 
cough by themselves, and not depress the 
fine laudanum-raised spirits of the young 


I ehioned And yet it was to those o/d 


ashioned virtues, that our hero owed 
every thing. For they in fact were the 
food of the great actions of him, whom 
men call Washington. It was they, that 
enabled him, first to triumph over himself, 
then over the British, and uniformly to 
set such bright examples of Auman 
perfectibility and true greatness, that 
compared therewith the history of 
eapturing Cornwallis and ‘Tarleton, 
with their buccaneering legions, sounds 
almost as email, as the story of 
old gerieral Putnam’s catching his wolf 
and her lamb-killing whelps. Since 
then it is the private virtues, that lay the 
foundafion of all human excellence—since 
it was these that exalted Washington to 
be “ Columbia’s first and greatest son,” 
be it our care to present these,in all their 
justre, before the admiring eyes of our 
children.” ——“ In these every youth is in- 
terested, because in these every youth 
may become a Washington—a Washing- 
ton in piety and patriotism—in industry 
and honor——and consequently a Wash- 
ington, in what afone deserves the name, 
SELF ESTEEM and UNIVERSAL RES- 
PECT.” 


General Washington, it seems, 
was the son of Mr. Augustine 
Washington by a second mar- 
riage. He was born at Pope’s 
creek, near the margin of the 
Patowmac, Westmoreland coun- 
ty, Virginia, Feb. 22, 1732. 
His grandfather, John, was an 
Englishman, who came to this 
eountry in 1657. In his fifth 
year his father removed to a 
plantation, which he had in Staf- 
ford, opposite to Fredericksburg, 
on the waters of the Rappahan- 
nock. In his education it was 
one great object of his father to 
eradicate the spirit of selfishness, 


[ April, 


which is natural fo the human 
heart. For this purpose, the 
son was desired to give to his 
playmates a liberal pertion of 
the presents, he received, suchas 
fruits, cake,&c. As a motive to 
this generosity he was reminded 
of the love, which he would thus 
gain, of the presents, which 
would be made him in return, 
and especially of the rewards, 
which the great and good God 
would certainly give him. The 
following anecdote relating to 
this part of his education, was 
obtained from a distant relative, 
** On a fine morning in the fall 
of 1737 Mr. W. having little 
George by the hand, came to the 
door and asked my cousin W, 
and myself to walk with him to 
the orchard, promising he would 
show us a fine sight. On arriv. 
ing at the orchard, we were pre. 
sented with a fine sight indeed. 
The whole earth, as far as we 
could see, was strewed with fruit: 
and yet the trees were bending 
under the weight of apples, which 
hang in clusters like grapes, and 
vaiuly strove to hide their blush- 
ing cheeks behind the green leaves. 
Now, George, said his father, 
look here my son! don’t you 
remember when this good cousin 
of yours brought you that fine 
large applelast spring, how hard. 
ly I could prevail on you to di. 
vide with your brothers and sis- 
ters ; though I promised you if 
you would but do it God Al- 
mighty would give you plenty of 
apples this fall. Poor George 
could not say a word, but hang- 
ing down his head, looked quite 
confused, while with his little 
naked toes he scratched in the 
soft ground. Now, look up, 
my son, continued his father, 
look up George! and see there 

















» just to escape the rod. 
| to yourself, George, you know 
 Lhave always told you, and now 
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how richly the blessed God has 
made good my promise to you. 
Wherever you turn your eyes, 
you see the trees loaded with 
fine fruit; many of them indeed 
breaking down, while the ground 
is covered with mellow apples 
more than you could ever eat, 
my son, in all your life time.” 
George looked in silence on the 
wide wilderness of fruit; he 
marked the busy humming bees, 
and heard the gay notes of birds, 
then lifting his eyes, filled with 
shining moisture, to his father, he 
softly said, ‘‘zell, Pa, only for- 
give me this time ; see tf L ever 
be so stingy any more.”’ 
Another object of his father 
was to inspire him with the love 
of truth. After receiving a lesson 
on the excellence of this virtue, 
the little lad inquires, ‘* Pa, do 
I ever tell lies ??,—-No, George, 
[ thank God, you do not, my 
son; and I rejoice in the hope 
you never will, at least you shall 
never, from me, have cause to be 
guilty of so shameful a thing, 


— Many parents indeed even com- 
pel their children to this vile 


practice, by barbarously beating 
them for every little fault; hence, 
on the next offence, the little 
terrified creatare slips out a lie! 
But as 


tell you again, that whenever by 
accident you do any thing wrong 
which must often be the case, 
as you are but a poor little boy 
yet, without experience or 
knowledge, never tell a false- 
hood to conceal it, but come 
bravely up, my son, like a ittle 
man, and tell me of it; and in. 
stead of beating you, George, I 
will bat the more honor and love 
You for it, my dear.”? The fol- 
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lowing anecdote shows, that these 
lessons were not in vain. When 
George was six years old he be- 
came the wealthy master of a 
hatchet ! the edge of which 
he one day tried on the body of 
a fine young English cherry tree. 
The next day the old gentleman 
discovered the mischief, and 
came into the house, inquiring 
with much warmth for the au- 
thor of it. ‘* Nobody could tell 
him any thing about it. Present- 
ly George and his hatchet made 
their appearanee. George, said 
his father,do you know who killed 
that beautiful little cherry tree, 
yonder inthe garden? This was 
a tough question, and George 
staggered under it for a moment ; 
but quickly recovered himself, 
and looking at his father with 
the sweet face of youth, bright. 
ened with the inexpressible charm 
of all conquering truth, he brave. 
ly cried out, ‘‘ {can’t tell a lie, 
Pa, you know I can’t tell a lie, 
[ did cut it with my hatchet.” 
** Run to my arms, you dearest 
boy, cried his father intransports, 
runto my arms; glad am I, 
George, that you killed my tree, 
for you have paid me for it a 
thousand fold. Such an act of 
heroism in my sonis more worth 
than a@ thousand trees, though 
blossomed with silver, and their 
fruits of purest gold.”’ 

The following expedient was 
adopted to impress the boy with 
a lively sense of his Maker. 


** Mr. W. prepared a little bed in the 
garden, and having marked upon it 
George’s name in large letters, he sowed. 
plenty of cabbage seed in the traces of 
the letters,and smoothed all over with the 
roller. As George was a few days after 
paying a visit to a neighboring goosberry 
walk, hung with ripe fruit, he beheld the 
wonder, and running into the house in 
astonishment cried out, ““O Pa! come 
here! come here!” What's the matter, 
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my son, what’s the matter?” ‘*O come 
here, I tell you, Pa, come here! and Pil 
show you such a sight as you never saw 
in all your life time.” ‘The old gentle- 
man gave his hand to the lad, who con- 
ducted him directly to the bed, where 
the fresh plants exhibited the full name 
ef GEorGE WASHINGTON “There, 
Pa, did you ever see such a sight in all 
your life time?” “Why, it seems like a 
curious affair, sure enough, George !” 
** But, Pa, who did make it there, who 
did iuake it there?” ‘It grew there by 
chance, Isuppose, my son.” “By chance, 
Pa! Ono! no! it never did grow there 
by chance, Pa; indeed that it never did!” 
“High! why not, my son?” ** Why, Pa, 
did yeu ever see any body’s name in a 
plant bed before ?” “ Well, but George, 
such a thing might happen, though you 
never saw it before?” “Yes, Pa, but I did 
never see the little plants grow up so as 
to make one sine/e letter of my name be- 
fore. Now how could they grow up, so 
as to make all the letters of my name ! 
and then standing one after another, to 
spell my name so exactly / and all so neat 
and even too at top and bottom!! O, Pa, 
you must not say chance «did all this. In- 
deed somebody did it; and I dare say now, 
Pa, you did do it, jus to scare me, because 
I am your little boy.” After a further 
continuance of the dialogue, the father 
says to George, “‘ as my son could not 
believe, that chunce had made and put 
together so exactly the /etters of his name 
(though only sixteen) then how can he 
believe that chance could haye made and 
we together all those millions and mil- 
ions of things, that are now so exactly 
fitted to his good? That my son may 
look at every thing around, see! what 
fine eyes he has got! and a hit pug 
nose to smell the sweet flowers! and 
pretty ears to hear sweet sounds! and 
a lovely mouth for his bread and but- 
ter! and O, the little ivory teeth to 
cut it for him! and the dear little tongue 
to prattle with his father! and precious 
little hands and fingers to hold his play 
things ! and beautiful little feet for him to 
run about upon! and when my little rogue 
of a son is tired with running about, then 
the still night comes for him to lie down, 
and his mother sings, and the little erick- 
ets chirp him to sleep! and as soon as he 
has slept enough, and jumps up fresh 
and strong as a little buck, there the 
sweet golden light is ready for him! 
When he looks down into the water, 
there he sees the beautiful silver fishes 
tor him! and up in the trees there are 
the apples and peaches and thousands of 
sweet fruits for hita ! and a//, all around 
him, wherever my dear boy looks, he 
sees every thing just to his wants and 


vishes; the bubbling springs with cool, 
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sweet water for him to drink! anq the 
wood to make him sparkling fires, when 
he is cold! and beautiful horses for him tg 
ride! and strong oxen to work for him t 
and the good cows to give him miik! ang 
bees to make him sweet honey for }js 
sweeter mouth! and the little lambs, with 
snowy wool, for beautiful clothes for hin! 
Now these and all the ten thousand thou. 
sand other good things more than my son 
can everthink of,and all so exactly fitted to 
his use and delight. Now how could chanee 
ever have done ail this for my little sop 
Oh George!” Here the little lad ex. 
claimed, ** Oh, Pa, that’s enough, that’s 
enough! It can’t be chance, indeed, it 
can’t be chance, that made and gave nie 
all these things” ‘* What was it then, 
do you think, my son?’ ** Indeed, Pa,] 
don’t know, unless it was God Almiz} 
ty /” “Yes, George, he it was, my son, 
and nobody else” ** Well but Pa, contin. 
ued George, does God Almighty give me 
every thing 2? Don’t you give me song 


things, Pa?” © 1 give you something, in. 


deed! Oh, how can I give you any thing 
George! 1, who have nothing on earth, 
that 1 can call my own, no, not even the 
breath I draw!” © High, Pa! is'nt tha 
great big house your house, aud this gu. 
den, and the horses yonder, and oxen, 
and sheep, and trees, and every thing, 
is’nt all yours, Pa?” “Oh no! my su, 
no! Why you make me shrink into no. 
thing, George, when you taik of all thes 
belonging to me, who can’t even makea 
grain of sand! Oh, how could |, wy 
son, have given life to those great oxen 
and horses, when I can’t give life even 
toafiy? No! for if the poorest fly were 
killed, it is not your father, George, nor 
all the men in the werld, that could ever 
make him alive again!’ At this George 
fell into a profound silence, while his 
pensive looks showed that his youthful 
soul was laboring with some idea never 
felt before. Perhaps it was at that m0 
ment, that the good Spirit of God in 
grafted on his heart that germ of /vety; 
whieh filled his after life with so many o 
the precious fruits of morality.” 


Such was the short demonstra 
tion of the existence and prot 
dence of God to the juvenile 
Washington, and thoughit is pre 
sented in language adapted to 
children, yet we doubt whether 
even the labored proof of Paley 
in Natural Theology is mor 
convincing, and we are sure !! 
does not make such an imprt* 
sion on the mind, 
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After the death of his father, 
when George was about teh 
years of age, his mother sent him 
fo a school at Westmoreland. 
Ilere his character for truth was 
such, that, when the boys were 
in violent dispute respecting a 
question of fact, nothing was 
more common than for some lif- 
tle shaver to call out, ** FVeli 
boys! George Washington was 
there ; George Washington was 
there; he knows all about it; 
and if he dont say tt was so,.then 
we will give tt up,” “tdone,’’ said 
the adverse party. He would 
never allow his playmates to 
fight with one another, if he 
could prevent it; and if his per- 
sonal exertions were unsuccess- 
ful he would go to the master 
and inform him of their barbar- 
ous intentions. The boys were 
frequently angry with him for 
this, but he used to say, ‘‘ angry 
or not angry, you shall never 
have my consent to a practice so 
shocking! shocking cven in 
slaves and dogs !”” 

Washington early evinced a 
propensity to the manceuvres 
of war. At school he divided 
his play mates into two armies, 
called the French and the Amer- 
ican, of which he commanded 
the latter. With corn stalks 
for muskets, and calabashes for 
drums, the two armies would 
every day fight their battles with 
creat fury. The exercise, in 
which he delighted, was of the 
athletic kind. Je had hardly 
an equal in throwing heavy 
weights or jamping with a long 
pole; and as to running there 
was nobody, that could come 
near him. Oe was often seen to 
‘hrow a stone across the Rappa- 
hannock at the lower ferry of 
Kredericshurg, a feat, which 
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for him.” 
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few at the present day can per. 
form. In his fifteenth year he 
determined to enter as a midship- 
man in the British navy, and his 
trunk was actually sent on board. 
When he came to take leave of 
his mother she wept bitterly, 
and told him, that her heart 
would break, if he left her. 
With all the fire of youth barn. 
ing within him, he yet was so su- 
premely governed by a sense of 
duty, that he resigned his proud 
hopes of distinction, and imme- 
diately got his trunk ashore! 
This was an almost unparalleled 
instance of filial piety. Soon 
after this period he was employ- 
ed by lord Fairfax as a surveyor 
in the back woods of Virginia, 
in which service he continued till 
his twentieth year. While in 
Frederic county, he boarded at 
the house of a widow Stevenson, 
generally pronounced Séinson. 
She had seven sons, with whom 
every evening, after the toils of 
surveying, he used to run, jump, 
and wrestle ona fine green before 
thehouse. These young men were 
heavier than George, so that at 
wrestling, and particularly at the 
Indian hug, he seldom had cause 
for triumph. Hugh Stinson used 
to tell his friends, that, ** he and 
his brother John had often laid 
the conqueror of England on his 
back»? but at the same time 
would agree, that *‘in running 
and jumping they were no match 
For several years af. 
terwards he was engaged in the 
Indian war, and at the defeat of 
Braddock in 1755 was wonder. 
fully preserved by divine provi- 
dence, A famous Indian warrior, 


who was in that battle, was often 

heard to swear, that ‘* Washing- 

ton twas not born to be killed bya 

bullet! for,” a ae 
37 
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seventeen fair fires at him with my 
rifle,and after all could not bring 
him to the ground !”’ 

The principal factsin the re- 
maining life of Washington are 
well known. ‘The following an. 
ecdotes, relating to this period, 
are however gleaned from this 
work. After he had crossed the 
Delaware in Dec. 1776, and came 
in sight of ‘Trenton with but one 
of his three detachments, destin. 
ed to attack that place, he ob- 
served some symptoms of terror 
in the countenances of his sol- 
diers. Riding along the front 
of his halted troops, he rose up- 
on his stirrups, and waving his 
sword towards the hostile camp, 
he exclaimed, ‘* there ! my brave 
friends ! there are the enemies 
of your country! and now all 
I ask of you, ts just to remember 
what you are about to fight for. 
March!’ A thousand prisoners 
was the fruit of this enterprise. 

In his last sickness Washington 
was heard once or twice to say, 
“¢if it had pleased God, I should 
have been glad to die alittle ea- 
ster, but I doubt not it is for my 
good.’ When his baffled physi- 
cians sat by his bed side, Jook- 
ing on him deeply affected, he 
stretched out his hand to them, 
and shaking his head, said, ** O, 
no !—don’t !—don’t !”’ then with 
a smile added, ‘* J am dying, 
gentlemen; but thank God, I 
am not afraid to die.’ Know- 
ing that the hour of his departure 
was at hand, he desired that eve. 
ry person might leave the room. 
He was accordingly left with his 
God. 

As proofs of his religion, the 
foliowing facts are adduced. 
One of his aids in the French and 
Indian war, colovel Benjamin 
Temple, has often declared, 


*¢ that he frequently knew 
Washington on theSabbath read 
the Scriptures and pray with his 
regiment in the absence of the 
chaplain; andalso,that on sudden 
and unexpected visits into his 
marquee, he has more than once 
found him on his knees at his de. 
votions.”” He was very con. 
stant at church, and no company 
ever detained him from the house 
of God. In the winter of 1777, 
when the army lay encamped at 
Valley Forge, an old quaker by 
the name of Potts, as he was pass. 
ing through the woods near head 
quarters, heard the sound of a 
human voice ; he cautiously 
approached the spot, and beheld 
the commander in chief of the 
American armies on his knees at 
prayer ! 

The following circumstance 
brings high honor to the youth. 
ful Washington, as it evinces his 
readiness to retract an error, and 
to resist the spirit of revenge. 
In the year 1754, when he was 
colonel, he got warm in a dispute 
with a Mr. Payne, who raised 
his sturdy hickory and levelled 
the hero to the ground. The 
next day the colonel wrote a po- 
lite note to Mr. Payne, and re. 
quested to meet him at the tav- 
ern. Washington received him 
in a friendly manner,and, instead 
of demanding satisfaction, ac- 
knowledged that he had been iu 
the wrong, and settled the affair 
over a bottle of wine. A moder 
man of honor would have pro- 
duced his pistols, and added 
murder to insult ! 

The following facts afford the 
most pleasing proofs of his be- 
nevolence. Before the com- 


mencement of the late war, he 
used annually to visit ‘the sweet! 
springs of Virginia, at whic 
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place he always ordered the ba. 
ker to supply the poor with 
bread at his expense. He often, 
says the baker, paid eighty dol- 
lars a season, and that for poor 
creatures, who did not know the 
hand, that fed them, as secresy 
was enjoined. The poor near 
his own plantation were con- 
stantly supplied with wool, corn, 
flour, bacon, clothes, &c. One of 
his managers had orders to fill a 
corn house every year for the 
sole use of the poor. One year, 
when corn was a dollar per 
bushel, he bought several hun- 
dred bushels for them, _ be- 
sides giving them what could be 
spared from the granary. 

With the following we shall 
conclude our extracts from this 
little work. 


*‘When the children of years to come, 
hearing his great name re-echoed from 
every lip, shall say to their fathers, 
“what was it that raised Washington to 
such height of glory 2” let them be told, 
that “it washis GREAT TALENTS CON- 
STANTLY GUIDED AND GUARDED 
BY RELIGION.’’—-----“* What motives, 
under heaven can restrain men from 
vices and crimes, and urge them on, 
full stretch, after individual and na- 
tional happiness, like those of relig- 
ion? For lack of these motives, alas ! 
how many, who once dazzled the 
world with the glare of their exploits, are 
now eclipsed, and set to rise no more! 
There was Arnold, who in courage and 
military talents glittered in the same fir- 
mament with Washington, and for a 
while his face shone like the star of the 
morning; but alas! for lack of Washing- 
ton’s religion, he soon fell, like Lucifer, 
from a heaven of glory into an abyss of 
never ending infamy. There was the 
gallant general Hamilton also—a gigantic 
genius——a statesman fit to rule the 
mightiest monarchy—a soldier, “fit to 
stand by Washington and give cam- 
und.” But alas! for lack of religion, 
see how all was lost! Preferring the 





praise of man to that praise “ which com- 
eth from God,” and pursuing the phan- 
tom honor up to the pistol’s mouth, he is 
cat off s once from life and greatness, 
and leaves his family and country to 
mourn his hapless fate. And there was 
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the fascinating colonel Burr. A man born 
to be great,—brave as Cesar, polished as 
Chesterfield, eloquent as Cicero, and lift- 
ed by the strong arm of his country, he 
rose fast, and bade fair soon to all the 
place where Washington had sat But 
alas! lacking religion he could not wait 
the spontaneous fall of the rich honors 
ripening over his head, but in an evil 
hour stretched forth his hand to the for- 
bidden fruit, and by that fatal act was 
cast out from the Eden of our republie 
and amerced of greatness for ever. 


We have thus, for the gratifi. 
cation of our readers, collected 
the principal and most interest. 
ing anecdotes, contained in this 
little volume, and presented suf. 
ficient specimens of the author’s 
manner. His style in many 
places approaches to what is 
called prose run mad ; but every 
part of his book is rendered in- 
teresting by the peculiar genius 
of the writer. His humor is in. 
imitable. When hetells astory, 
every word is most aptly chosen, 
and every circumstance however 
minute, which can add any thing 
to the etfect, is remembered. 
This disposition to co; y closely 
after nature is, however, attend. 
ed with evils, when the object tu 
be delineated is deformed and un- 
pleasant; for, in that case, we 
are disgusted with the sight of 
what a different artist would keep 
from our view. In our opinion 
Mr. Weems is very skilful in 
the execution of what he under- 
takes, but wants judgment to di- 
rect him in his design. He says 
much to promote the cause of re. 
ligion; but headmits some things, 
which must greatly counteract 
the object, which unquestionably 
was dearto him, It is to us not 
a little wonderful, that a person 
who professedly writes for the 
young, and who zealously incul. 
cates upon them the duty of lov. 
ing and fearing God, should yet 
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repeat anecdotes, in which the 
name of Jehovah is not treated 
with sufficient respect. We 
should like therefore to see an 
expurgation of this little volume 
before we could be pleased with 
its introduction into schools. 
If the author should be inelined 
to review his work on this point, 
we would recommend to the 
blotting of his pen all those ex. 
pressions, which do not become 
‘the lovely mouths’ of sweet 
iittle children ; such for instance 
as governor Dinwiddie’s oath in 
the fifth chapter; ** damn em !”” 
in the imaginary fight between 
old Engiand’s porters and the 
frog-eating foe; his majesty’s 
curse on the next page; Brad. 
dock’s profanity in his reply to 
Washington ; Samuel Chase's 
terrible exclamation ou the floor 
of congress, and the Waldeckers’ 
vulgar irreverence to the name of 
ihe Most High, in the ninth 
chapter; Washington’s address 
to Lee, at Monmouth; colonel 
Williams’ first words, as he was 
roused from the torpor of ap- 
proaching death; the rash ex. 
pletive at the beginning of asen- 
tence near the close of the thir- 
teenth chapter; the irreverent 
language, which follows an ac- 
count of the aifair between 
Washington and Mr. Payne; 
and general Wayne’s profane 
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expressions, when he made his 
mistake about old bon repos, 
We ardently hope that these and 
other passages will receive some 
correction from the hand of the 
author, who certainly has no 
wish to corrupt the minds of our 
youth, or to accustom their ears 
to the dialect of Billingsgate. 

But one word more, and we 
shall dismiss this work. In the 
twelfth chapter Frawkrtn, 
Mercer, and all the virtuons 
deceased patriots of the revoln. 
tion, are made to pour forth 
from heaven’s gate in angelic 
forms to meet the ascending 
spirit of Washington. = This 
may be called a flight of the im. 
agination; but can it be justif- 
ed in a work which is designed 
to impress the young with the 
value of religion? Is a brave 
soldier aud an honest man ne. 
cessarily an hetr of heaven? fs 
not deep, unfeigned picty essen. 
tial to salvation ? And does the 
spirit of piety often take up its 
abode in camps? We wish not 
to be thought deficient in charity, 
but we cannot go the length, to 
which Mr. Weems’ fancy would 
carry us. 

In page 18L Pennsylvania is 
printed by mistake fur New 
York, with which state it was 
that Vermont had a controversy. 
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FOREIGN. 

OBSERVATION OF THE SABBATH, 

Tue following address was sent 
by the ve nerable Bishop of London, 
to the Clergy of his Diocese. It is 
dated Fulha: m House, November 23, 
1808 
Address to the Clergy of the Diocese of 

London, dated Fulham House, Nov, 

235 1808. 

Rev. Sir, 

Havinc obtained a copy of the 
following Resolutions, which have 
been lately entered into by all the 
most respectable inhabitants of 
te wv, they appeared to me so 

vell calc ulate d to promote the great 
obi ect they have in view (namely, the 
suppres sion of those gross profana- 
tions of the Lord’s Day, which are 
now most prevalent and most obnox- 
ious) that I thought I could not do a 
more material service to the inhabi- 
tants of my diocese, than by request- 
ing the c lergy to promote similar res- 
lutions in their respective parishes, 
wherever the same profanations, or 
any other flagrant violations of the 
Lord’s Day, have taken place. I hope 
therefore, you will have the goodness 
to exer t yourself with zeal in the ac- 
complishment of this most laudable 
Purpose ; and am, Reverend Sir, your 
affectionate brother, 

B. Lonpown 


Resolutions of a Meeting for Promoting 
a due Observance of the Sabbath, 
Ara general Meeting of the In- 

habitants of the Town and Castle of 
Windsor, held at the Guildhall on 
Tuesday, the 26th of April, 1808, 
for the purpose of adopting such 
resolutions as should be thought 
most effectual for promoting the bet- 
ter observance of the Sabbath, with- 
in the Borough and its neighbour- 
hood, J. Eglestone, Esq. Mayor, in 
the chair Resolved, That the prac- 
tice of opening shops, or otherwise 
exercising trades or callings on Sun- 
days, —ihe deli livery of goods by the 
common carriers, and the admission 
of persons into public houses, and 
suffering tippling therein during di- 
vine service, are gross breaches cf 
the Sabbath, and tend greatly to the 
corruption of morals and the increase 
of dissipation.—Resolved, That the 
persens present at this Meeting do 
hereby pledge themselves to discoun- 
tenance such practices ; and that they 
will not apply or send to any shop 
whatsoever fur goods, provisions, or 
any other article, on Sunday, nor suf- 
fer their servants, or any of their res- 
pective families so to do ; and they do 
recommend to the inhabitants gener- 
ally to conform to this Resolution.— 

Resolved, That this Meeting do re- 

commend to the several trades peo- 

ple of this town and neighbourhood 
to keep their shops close shut curing 
the whole day of every Sunday (ex- 
cepting where it may be ecg 
bly necessary for light; and, in tha 

case, to remove all appearance of ex- 
posing goods for sale from the win- 
dows ;) and not to sell any thing, ex- 
cept in cases of absolute necessity, 
nor to permit the carriers to deliver 
goods at their respective houses dur- 
ing the daymKesolved, That it be 
recommended to all persons who em- 
ploy workmen, labourers, and others, 
weekly, to pay all such their wages 
in sufficient time, to preclude the 
necessity of their purchasing previ- 
sions or other necessaries on a Sun- 
day.—Resolved, That these ResOlu- 
tions be signed, and copies thereof be 
printed, together with extracts from 
the several acts of parliament, rela- 
tive to the Due Gbservance of the 

Lord’s Day, and circulated through- 

out this town and neighbourhood.— 
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Resolved, That the Thanks of this 
Meeting be given to the Mayor. 





EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM A 
GENTLEMAN IN LONDON. 

I nave lately had great pleasure 
in perusing the minutes of the yearly 
conference of Lutheran and Calvinist 
ministers, from all parts of the conti- 
nent, who met in Lusatia, together 
with 91 letters addressed from pious 
bishops and pastors in other parts, 
who could not attend. There was 
ene from an association of Protestant 
ministers in Languedoc in France ; 
from an extensive circle at Basle; 
from Alsace, Holland, Saxony, Wir- 
temberg, Osnaburgh, Nuremberg, 
Russia, Poland, Hungary, the banks 
of the Wolga, Denmark, Norway, 
Sweden, Esthonia; also some ac- 
counts from Moscow; and some ad- 
dresses from Catholic ministers. It 
gave a kind of ubiquity to me for the 
time, and afforded a peculiar delight, 
with one glance to see and converse 
with, or hear them converse,—all 
speaking the same heavenly language 
—all lamenting the low state of re- 
ligion, in their various districts, and 
all breathing after a wider and wider 
spreadof the glorious gospel.—There 
appears to be a considerable work 
going on among the Catholics. in the 
south of Germany. Many pious 
priests are raised up, and labouring 
diligently. These are meeting with 
great opposition and persecution from 
their church. So much has bigotry 
decreased, that it is not uncommon 
to see Lutherans and Catholics hear- 
ing the gospel from the lips of a Cal- 
vinist minister, and all sitting down 
io commemorate the death of our 
Lord at the same table, 


_—— Tes 


EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM REV. 
MR. WRAY, MISSIONARY AT DEM- 
ARARA, IT IS DATED, 

* Le Resouvenir, Demarara, Nov. 21, 


1808. 
‘Dear Fathers and Brethren in Christ, 


I pounr not you have often 
blessed God for his goodness mani- 
fested to me, since you heard of my 
arrival at this place: and that you 
are daily offering a petition to God 
in my behalf, and in the behalf of the 
sinful inhabitants of this ceun- 


try. 1 feel thankful to the greg 
Head of the church that I am gijj! 
enabled to gladden your hearts, by 
informing you, That the work of the 
Lord prospers; and that the deg 
Redeemer is seeing of the trayajj 
of his soulin the conversion of the 
poor negroes. Ihave reason to be. 
lieve, that more than twenty are say. 
ingly acquainted with the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and are rejoicing in that sal. 
vation which he has obtained for sip. 
ners. It may indeed be said of many 
here, That they ‘receive the word 
gladly !’ 

‘You will be astonished to hea 
that more than two hAundred have 
learnt Dr Watts’ First Catechisn, 
and several some parts of the As 
sembly’s ; likewise some _ short 
prayers, the Ten Commandment, 
and other passages of Scripture; 
and, had I time and strength, I could 
teach as many more. Indeed, they 
are never tired of learning. Some 
spend their dinner hour in this de. 
lightful exercise ; and tell me it is 
much better than eating. They pos. 
sess great reverence for the word 


God; and it is wonderful how their | 


minds are filled with a sense of his 
greatness, goodness, and holiness, of 
which a few months ago they knew 
nothing. 

A few days since, a manager I. 
formed me, That the negroes on his 
estate had a funeral; and after it wes 
over, instead of meeting together to 
drum and dance, as formerly, about 
30 assembled together to sing hymns 
and pray ! 

Our new church was opened 
Sept. 11. About 700 people asset- 
bled together on the solemn occé 
sion. 1 preached to them from 
Luke xix. 9. ‘ This day is salvation 
come to this house.’ The number 
whites was about 50. Such a scene 
as this was never before beheld in this 
country! Truly, ‘the ends of tbe 
earth have seen the salvation of 0! 
God "” 

I have written a little Catechism 
for them to learn ; containing an AC 
count of the State of Man by Nature, 
his Recovery by Jesus Christ,—Th¢ 
Work of the Spirit upon the Heart~ 
The necessity of seeking Divi 
Grace in those Means which God) 
appointed in his Church,—The 
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ture of Baptism, and The Obligations 
of baptized Persons; which, I trust, 
through the blessing of God, will be 
useful to them. 

You will rejoice to hear that the 
prejudices of the people are, in a 
great measure, done away ; and, I 
trust, the enemies of the gospel will 
soon become its friends. The white 
people, who attend preaching, and 
even some who have not yet been at 
the church, have subscribed near 
200/. towards the Missionary cause ; 
and several ef the poor slaves have 
cast into their mite. There is a pros- 
pect of being permitted to instruct 
the slaves of another estate in the 
neighborhood. We have reason to 
believe it will be under the manage- 


ment of avery serious man. In that 
case, a congregation of 6 or 700 peo- 
ple will be obtained without difficul- 
ty. 
Pray for me, that I may be useful 
to my fellow creatures; that God 
would deliver me from all unreasona. 
ble men, and keep me from giving 
way tothe temptations which daily 
surround me. I assure you, I have 
need, every moment, of Paul’s prom- 
ise and Joseph’s resolution. The 
people in England are entirely unac- 
quainted with the temptations of this 
country; but, I trust,the Lord will 
be with me, and give me grace and 
strength according to my day. 
lam, &c.’ 
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LITERARY INTELLIGENCE. 





ORIGINAL WORKS. 

Reports of Cases adjudged in the 
District Court of South Carolina. 
By the Hon. Thomas Bee, Judge of 
that Court. To which is added an 
Appendix, containing Decisions in 
the Admiralty Court of Pennsylvania, 
By the late Francis Hopkinson, Esq. 
and Cases determined in other dis- 
tricts of the United States. W_ P. 
Farrand & Co. Philadelphia: P.H. 
Nicklin & Co Baltimore : and Far- 
rand, Mallory, & Co. Boston: 1810. 

An Inaugural Oration, delivered 
February 21, 1810. By Henry Da- 
vis, A. M. President of Middicbury 
College. Boston: Farrand, Mal- 
lory, & Co. ; and Lyman, Mallory, 
& Co. Portland, 1810. 

Ministerial Labour and no ahi 
Sermon preached at Middlebury, 
Vermont, February 21, 1810, at the 
Ordination of Mr. Henry Davis, and 
his induction as President of the 
College. By Alexander Proudfit, A. 
M. Pastor of the first Presbyterian 
Congregation in Salem. Salem : 
Dodd & Rumsey, 1810. 

Reflections onthe Administration 
of Justice in Pennsylvania. By a 
Citizen. Philadelphia: Hopkins & 
Earle, 1810. 

A Sermon, preached at Trinity 
Church, April 5, 1810, being the day 
of Public Fast. By J. S.J. Gardiner, 


A. M. Rector. Boston: Munroe & 
Francis, 1810. 

A Sermon preached in Boston, 
April 5, 1810, the day of the Public 
Fast. By William Ellery Channing, 
Pastor of the Church in Federal 
Street. Boston; John Eliot, jr. 1810. 

A Discourse delivered at Cam- 
bridge, in the hearing of the Univer- 
sity, April 8, 1810. By David Os- 
goed, D.D. So Absalom stole the 
hearts of the men of Israel. Cam- 
bridge ; William Hilliard, 1810. 

A Discourse addressed to the First 
Parish in Hingham, on the day of 
Fasting, April 5, 1810. By Joseph 
Richardson, A. M. Boston; W. 
Pelham, and W. Blagrove, 1810. 

An Inaugural Disputation on the 
disease termed Petechial, or Spotted 
Fever; submitted to the examining 
Committee of the Medical Society of 
Connecticut, for the County of Hart- 
ford. By Nathan Strong, jun. 
of Hartford. Peter B. Gleason, 
1810. 

Remarks upon an anonymous let- 
ter, styled, ‘* The duty of a Christian 
in a trying situation ;” addressed to 
the Author of a Pamphlet, entitled, 
** The Mediator’s Kingdom, not of 
this World,” &e. ‘“ Be not over- 
come with evil, but overcome evil 
with good.” Rom. xi. 21. New 
York : Williams & Whiting, 1510. 
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536 Poetry....To Correspondents. 


NEW EDITIONS 

William Tell; or Switzerland De- 
livered. By the Chevalier De Flor- 
n, Member of the Royal Academies 
of Paris, Madrid, Florence, &c. &c. 
A Posthumous Work. ‘To whichis 
prefixed, The Life of the Author, 
by Jaufiret. Translated from the 
French, by William B. Heweston, 
Author of the Blind Boy, Fallen 
Minister, &c. Baltimore; P. H. 
Nicklin & Co.: and Farrand, Mal- 
lory, &. Co. Boston, 1810. 

Dialogues concerning Eloquence 
in general; and particularly that kind 
which is proper for the pulpit. By 
M. De Fenelon, Archbishop of Cam- 
bray. Translated from the French 
and illustrated with Notes and Quo- 
tations. By W. Stevenson, M. A. 
Rector of Morningthorp in Norfolk. 
Boston; Farrand, Mallory, & Co. ; 
and Lyman, Mallory, & Co. Port- 
land, 1810. 


Memoirs of Frederick and Mar- 


garet Klopstock. Translated fron 
the German. Baitimore; P. H, 
Nicklin, & Co. ; and Farrand, Mal. 
lory, & Co. Boston, 1810. 

A Journal of a Tour to the He. 
brides, with Sarsuel Johnson, L L, 
D. By James Boswell, Esq. Balti. 
more ; P. H. Nicklin & Co.; and 
Farrand, Mallory, & Co. Boston, 
1810. 

A Trial of Antichrist, otherwise 
the Man of Sin, for High Treason 
against the Son of God. Tried at 
fhe Sessions of the House of Truth, 
before the Right Honorable Divine 
Revelation, Lord Chief Justice of 
His Majesty’s Court of Equity ; and 
the Honorable Justice History, one 
of the Justices of His Majesty’s 
Court of Information. Taken in 
short hand by a Friend of St. Peter, 
Professor of Stenography, Author oi 
Dialogues between St. Peter and 
His Holiness the Pope of Rome, &e. 
Boston; Lincoin & Edmands, 1819. 
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RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 
Tue following came to hand too late for insertion under the proper head ; 
we were not willing, however, to withhold such information from our read- 


ers, and, therefore, insert it by way of 


POSTSCRIPT. 


We learn with pleasure that there appears to be a work of divine grace in 
Salem. God’s Spirit seems to have come among that people with power. 
During the winter past, an unusually solemn attention to religion, has per- 
vaded all parts of the town. Some hundreds, it is hoped, have already be- 
gun their e verlasting song; others are still inquiring what they shall do to 
be saved. The same appearances have also been witnessed at Manchester. 
Lately the shower of divine influences has begun to shed its blessings on 
the towns of Beverly, Marblehead, and Danvers in the same vicinity. Sev- 
eral towns in Worcester county, have recently experienced the outpourings 
ofthe Spirit. From Exeter, N. H. we hear that God has visited and refresh- 
ed his heritage in that place. We are likewise informed, from authentic 
sources, that a general and very powerful awakening has, not long since, 
commenced in the city of New York. Such accounts cannot fail to excite the 
fervent gratitude of Zion’s friends, and to cause them to pray with increased 


ardor, thy kingdom come. 
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TO CORRESPONDENTS. 
We doubt whether justice will admit the claim of our anonymous we 
pondent to the “place” of an umpire, inthe debate between E.H. and R.A 


We observe that W isa signature 


adept ed by more than one of our cor- 


respon idents. ‘de © recommend that the or iginal proprietor be left in undis- 
turbed posse *SSiK 
Ruminator willl see that his remarks are, in a great measure, superseded, 
by the Review of Mr. Beecher’s Sermon on Duelling, which is inserted in 
this number. 
Several communications are under consideration. 








